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SEISOON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COiVliVlITTEE 

(as  at  31st  December,  1965) 
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SEISDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  PERSONNEL 


Name 

ALAN  R. 
KENNEDY 


Qualifications  Duties 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  (1)  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  (Seisdon  R  .D.  C.)  for 

D.P.H.  5/llths  of  the  week. 


(2)  Assistant  County  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  (Staffordshire 
County  Council)  for  11/ 
22nds  of  the  week. 


(3)  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(Amblecote  U.D.C.)  for 
l/22nd  of  a  week. 


The  official  address  of  the  M.O.H.  is  : 

c/o  Seisdon  Rural  District  Council  Offices, 
Wombourn, 

Near  Wolverhampton, 
(Staffordshire). 


The  Telephone  Number  is  WOMBOURN  2454-8. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent  : 

E.  H.  ROBERTS,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Eood  Inspection. 


Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

H.  F.  ROBINSON,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 


Deputy  Cleansing  Superindent  Additional  Public  Health 

Inspector  : 

G.  DRAYCOTT,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection, 

Smoke  Inspectors  Certificate. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

E.  F.  KELLY,  Cert.  R.S.L,  Cert.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

(Duties  of  P.H.I.’s  :  Statutory  Duties  prescribed  by  Sanitary 
Officers’  Regulations  ;  Public  Cleansing  ;  Petroleum  and  Shops 

Acts.) 

Clerical  Staff : 

D.  NALLY  Miss  J.  WOODWARD 

Mrs.  J.  BERWICK  Mrs.  K.  1.  BAKER 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  IVlEDiCAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1965 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Seisdon  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1965. 

This  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  Circular  of  January,  1966. 

The  Report  deals  with  Public  Health  subjects  in  Sections  as 
follows  : — 

A  Statistics  affecting  the  Rural  District. 

B  General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Rural 
District. 

C  Sanitary  accommodation  of  the  Rural  District. 

D  Housing  in  the  Rural  District. 

E  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

F  Prevalence  of,  and  control  over.  Infectious  Diseases. 

Q  Tuberculosis. 

and  it  concludes  with  the  Report  of  your  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  on  those  matters  which  fall  within  his  sphere  of  activities. 

The  statistics  of  mortality  rates  and  of  birth  rates  are  good 
and  reflect  the  excellent  environment  of  the  Rural  District.  The 
statistics  of  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  are  also  very  good. 

In  the  period  December  1965  to  January  1966  a  fairly  severe 
outbreak  of  Sonnei  Dysentery  occurred  in  one  of  the  old  schools 
within  the  Rural  District  and  it  could  quite  fairly  be  attributed 
to  the  primitive  and  old  sanitary  set-up  at  the  School.  Whenever 
an  Authority  takes  on  the  burden  of  providing  land  for  Overspill  ” 
population  apart  from  the  first  item  of  planning  and  providing 
houses,  other  requirements  and  responsibilities  follow  with  great 
rapidity,  e.g.,  new  Schools  for  Infants,  new  Sewage  Works,  new 
Clinics,  etc.  I  would  say  that  new  Infants  Schools  are  the  highest 
priority. 

If  we  have  crowded  or  cramped  Schools  then  the  spread  of 
Infectious  Diseases  will  be  facilitated — I  mean  the  spread  in  future 
of  such  Diseases  as  Dysentery,  Tuberculosis,  Stretoccocal  infections 
(Scarlet  Fever  type),  and  Meningococcal  Meningitis,  etc. 
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Strong  representations  were  made  to  the  County  Council  in 
January  and  March  1966  concerning  the  overcrowding  and/or 
defective  sanitary  state  of  the  following  schools  — 

1.  Codsall  C.  of  E.  Infants  School. 

2.  Swindon  Junior,  Mixed  and  Infants  School. 

3.  Wombourn  Comprehensive  School. 

4.  Kinver  Infants  School. 

5.  Wombourn  St.  Benedict’s  C.  of  E.  School. 

On  April  1st,  1966,  about  15 — 18%  of  Seisdon,  both  in 
population  and  rateable  value,  was  removed  from  the  Rural 
District,  and  was  included  in  Wolverhampton.  This  followed 
the  recommendations  of  the  West  Midlands  Boundar}/  Commission, 
and  it  affected  particularly  the  districts  of  Wrottesley  and  Claregate. 

Up  to  April  1st,  1966,  the  Brierley  Hill  Area  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  had  had  delegated  to  them  some  of  the  Public  Health 
functions  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council.  On  and  after  April 
1st,  1966,  these  functions  were  transferred  to  the  Cannock  Area 
Health  Committee  as  the  agent  of  Staffordshire  County  Council. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acted  as  M.O.H.  for  Willenhall 
Urban  District  in  a  temporary  and  part-time  capacity  from  mid 
July,  1965  to  31st  March,  1966.  This  arrangement  terminated 
after  Willenhall  was  absorbed  into  Walsall  and  Wolverhampton 
on  1st  April,  1966. 


The  following  table  illustrates  the  growth  of  the  Rural  District. 


The  Registrar 
for  population 

General’s  figures 
—  Seisdon  R.D.C, 

Total  Number 
of  Births 
in  the  year 

Number  of  houses 
in  Seisdon 

June,  1952 

22,430 

1952  335 

April  1,  1952 

6,588 

June,  1962 

•  . 

38,860 

1962  766 

June  30,  1962 

12,158 

June,  1965 

•  • 

41,350 

1965  762 

April  1,  1965 

13,024 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  various  persons  for  their 
co-operation  and  advice  during  the  past  year  and  record  particular 
appreciation  of  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  Mr.  A.  R.  Baskett,  Clerk  and  Chief 
Financial  Officer  of  the  Rural  District  Council,  Mr.  F.  Bagley, 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the  Rural  District  Council,  and  Mr.  E.  H. 
Roberts,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Rural  District 
Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

June,  1966.  ALAN  R.  KENNEDY. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICAL  SUMI^ARY 


Growth  of  Population 


Registrar 

Persons 


General 

Persons 


Estimate — Rating  Officer 


Persons 


Persons 
per  house 


1/7/63  39,820 

1/7/64  40,690 

1/7/65  41,350 


+  920 

+  870 

-1-  660 


1/4/63 

1/4/64 

1/4/65 

1/4/66 


39,491 

40,430 

41,015 

36,634 


at  3-15 
at  3-15 
at  3-15 
at  3-15 


HOUSES 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Rural  District  : — 


1st  April,  1964  . .  . .  12,835 

1st  April,  1965  .  .  . .  13,024 

1st  April,  1966  . .  . .  11,630 


Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1964-65 — £5,818 

1965- 66— £6,194 

1966- 67— £5,705 


Rateable  Value  1963-64— 1/4/64— £1,409,562 

1964- 65— 1/4/65— £1,464,693 

1965- 66—1  /4/66— £1 ,405,629 

General  Rate  1964-65— 8/2d.  in  the  £ 

1965- 66— 9/Od.  in  the  £ 

1966- 67— ll/4d.  in  the  £ 

(plus  additional  items  in  certain  Parishes  varying  from  2d.  to  4d.) 


Area  43,495  acres,  i.e.,  68  square  miles  (on  1st  April,  1966). 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  1965 


Live  Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

373 

389 

762 

Legitimate  , . 

366 

371 

737 

Illegitimate 

7 

18 

25 

Still  Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

6 

4 

10 

Legitimate  . . 

6 

3 

9 

Illegitimate 

0 

I 

I 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

12 

9 

21 

Legitimate  . . 

II 

7 

18 

Illegitimate 

I 

2 

3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks 

of  age  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  .  .  .  .  .  * 

10 

4 

14 

Legitimate  . . 

9 

4 

13 

Illegitimate 

I 

Nil 

I 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  of  age  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

8 

4 

12 

Legitimate  . . 

7 

4 

II 

Illegitimate 

I 

Nil 

I 
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Seisdon 

R.D.C. 

1964 

Seisdon 

R.D.C. 

1965 

England 
&  Wales 
1965 

Number  of  Live  Births 

720 

762 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

17.7 

18.42 

— 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (%  of  total  live  births) .  . 

4  2°/ 

3.3% 

7  1^' 

Number  of  Stillbirths 

10 

10 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births.  . 

13.6 

12.95 

15.7 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

730 

772 

— 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

10 

21 

Infant  Mortality  Rates — Total  infant  deaths  per 

1,000  total  live  births 

13.9 

27.56 

19.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births 

14.5 

24.4 

— 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births 

Nil 

120 

— 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  .  .  .  . 

9.7 

18.4 

13.0 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  I 

week  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

8.3 

15.7 

— 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 

under  I  week  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths) 

21.9 

28.5 

26.9 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  Number 

of  deaths  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

219 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births.  . 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

Comparability  Factor  (Births) 

0.83 

0.83 

— 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  .  . 

14.7 

15.3 

18.0 

Domiciliary  Births  .  . 

49%— 

351 

43  %— 
327 

Includes — Kinver  Sub-District 

48 

37 

Codsall  Sub-District 

138 

143 

_ 

Wombourn  Sub-District 

.  .  I  .  . . — - - — - - - 

165 

147 

— 

Hospital  Births 

369 

435 

— 

Total  Births  in  Kinver 

_ 

105 

Bobbington 

— 

11 

Enville 

— 

5 

— 

Population  of  Children  of  Age  up  to  15  years  of  age  -  mid  1965. 

If  Staffordshire  with  a  population  of  1,059,000  has  258,900 
children  under  15  years  of  age  (approx.). 

Then  Seisdon  R.D.  with  a  population  of  41,000  has  approxi¬ 
mately  10,020  children  under  15  years  of  age. 


p.m.p.- — per  million  of  population. 


DEATHS 


1964 

Seisdon 

1965 

Seisdon 

1965 
England 
and  Wales 

Deaths  (at  all  ages)  : 

Total  for  Seisdon 

294 

313 

Males 

154 

174 

Females 

139 

140 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  . 

7.23 

7.56 

— 

Comparability  Factor 

1.41 

1.39 

— 

Standardised  Death  Rate  .  . 

10.2 

10.5 

11.5 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  Childbirth  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  births 

Nil 

Nil 

0.25 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

36  M. 

28  F. 

64  Total 

49  M. 

27  F. 

76  Total 

Live  births  exceeded  total  deaths  by 

426 

449 

Number  of  Deaths  and  Death  Rates  from  Tuberculosis  and 

Cancer  1965 


The  provisional  number  of  deaths  and  death  rates  per  million 
population  for  England  and  Wales  during  the  year  1965  are  as 
follows  : — 


Males 

Number 

Females 

Persons 

Rate 

Males  Females  Persons 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  .  . 

1,500 

508 

2,008 

65 

21 

42 

Other  Tuberculosis 

141 

133 

274 

6 

5 

6 

Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus 

22,231 

4,168 

26,399 

957 

170 

553 

Other  Cancer 

35,233 

44,706 

79,939 

1,517 

1,822 

1,674 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE 


YEAR 


1965 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

M. 

F. 

1 

Total 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

4 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Lung,  bronchus 

15 

3 

18” 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

5 

5  - 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

28 

11 

39 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

2 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system.  . 

24 

33 

57 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

34 

22 

56 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

— 

2 

Other  heart  disease  .  . 

8 

15 

23 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

5 

9 

Pneumonia 

8 

2 

10 

Bronchitis 

13 

4 

17 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

3 

— 

3 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

4 

4 

8 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

16 

16 

32 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

— 

4 

All  other  accidents 

1 

7 

8 

Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

Totals  .  . 

174 

139 

313 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung  1965 

England  Wales  .  .  .  .  553  per  1,000,000  population 

i.e.  55  per  100,000  population 

Seisdon  Rural  District  . .  18  per  41,000  population 

or  44  per  100,000  population 

In  Seisdon  R.D.  in  1965  there  were  45  male  deaths  from 
cancer  of  various  situations  in  the  body.  This  figure  of  45  includes 
15  cases  of  cancer  of  the  lung  (33%). 
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BIRTH  RATES 


SEISDON 

England  and 
Wales 

Year 

No.  of  Births 

Birth  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

1962 

766 

17.5 

18.0 

1963 

786 

16.4 

18.2 

1964 

720 

14.7 

18.4 

1965 

762 

15.3 

18.0 

DEATH  RATES 


Year 

No.  of 
Deaths 

SEISDON 

Death 

Rate 

Standardsied 
Death  Rate 

England 
and  Wales 

Death 

Rate 

1962 

275 

7.07 

10.4 

11.9 

1963 

310 

7.8 

10.96 

12.2 

1964 

294 

7.23 

10.2 

11.3 

1965 

313 

7.56 

10.5 

11.5 
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LOCALITY-DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  notified  in  1965 
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Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

••  •• 

Pneumonia 

Salmonella  Infections  .  . 

Dysentery  . 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Erysipelas 
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il^FANTILE  IViORTALITY,  1965 


Deaths  from  causes  stated,  and  at  various  ages,  under  one  year  of  age 


Cause  of  Death 

1 

Under  1  week. 

1  to  2  weeks. 

2  to  3  weeks. 

1 

3  to  4  weeks 

Total  under 

one  month. 

1  to  3  months. 

1 

3  to  6  months. 

6  to  9  months 

9  to  12  months. 

Total  deaths 

under  one  year. 

Prematurity 

4 

1 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

_ 

■  „  , 

5 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malformation,  Central  Ner- 

vous  System 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- - 

— 

4 

Congenital  Heart  Disease.  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Malformation  Digestive 

system 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malformation  Genito-urinary 

system 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

8 

2 

— 

1 

11 

2 

1 

1 

— 

15 

INFANTILE  SVIORTALITY  RATE 


Year 

SEISDON 

England  and 
Wales  Rate 
per  1,000 
Births 

Average 
(Seisdon)  for 
last  5  years 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

1961 

728 

20 

27.47 

21.4 

16.7 

1962 

766 

20 

26.1 

21.6 

20.4 

1963 

786 

20 

25.4 

20.9 

22.9 

1964 

720 

10 

13.9 

20.0 

21.0 

1965 

762 

21 

27.6 

19.0 

22.1 

PERI-NATAL  NIORTALITY  RATE 


{i.e.,  stillbirths,  plus  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  of  age,  per 
1,000  total  live  births  and  still  births). 


England  and  Wales 

Seisdon  R.D. 

1961 

32.2 

37.6 

1962 

30.8 

28.3 

1963 

29.3 

32.4 

1964 

28.2 

21.9 

1965 

26.9 

28.5 
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CORRECT  lOT 

The  top  paragraph  of  page  12  should  read  as 
follows 


"■  -  - -  y  ^  J 

Deaths  from  causes  stated 5  and  at  various  ages,  under 
one  year  of  age. 


Cause  of  Death 


Prematur  ity 
Malformation,  Central 
Nervous  System 
Castro  Enteritis  - 
Mongolism 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
i  Congenital  Heart  Disease 
Br  onchopn  eumon ia 
felformation  -  Liver 
Werdnig-Hoffman  Syndrome 
Newborn  -  drowned 
Ma  If  orma  t  i  on  Con  it  o  -ur  inary 
system 
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SECTIO!^  B 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  DISTRICT 


Voluntary  Services—lVIaais  on  Wlieels. 

These  Voluntary  services  operate  in  Kinver,  Wombourn  and 
Codsall.  High  appreciation  of  the  voluntary  work  carried  out  by 
the  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  these  villages  in  performing  this 
service  is  here  recorded.  Also  one  would  wish  to  thank  the 
Education  Committee  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  and  the 
School  Meals  Service.  As  far  as  possible  we  have  tried  to  use  it 
for  elderly  persons  who  are  handicapped  and  isolated  in  their  own 
homes.  The  Rural  District  Council  and  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council  have  contributed  both  by  advice  and  by  financial  help. 

Meals  on  Wheels,  delivered  in  the  year  were  : — 

Codsall  .  .  .  .  2,361  meals. 

Kinver  .  .  .  .  1,251  ,, 

Wombourn  .  .  .  .  1,679 

The  net  expenditure  was  £151  for  1964/65,  and  estimates  of 
cost  have  allowed  for  5,400  meals  in  1965/66. 

Clinics 

These  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council. 

Contributions 

The  Rural  District  Council  contributes  financially  to  the 
following  organisations  : — 

The  Chest  and  Heart  Association 
The  Central  Council  for  Health  Education 
Dudley  and  District  Family  Planning  Association 
Bilston  and  District  Family  Planning  Clinic 
Midlands  Joint  Advisory  Clean  Air  Council 
Marriage  Guidance  Council  (Wolverhampton)  Branch 
National  Council  of  Social  Service 
N.S.P.C.C. 

South  Staffs.  Council  of  Social  Service 
Wolverhampton  Samaritans  3/1965. 
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Health  and  Welfare  Services— IVliscefianeous  problems 

The  following  problems  were  discussed  by  the  Public  Health 

Committee  and  Rural  District  Council  in  considerable  detail  during 

the  year  : — 

February,  1965.  The  need  for  a  new  School  at  Swindon  (in 
Seisdon) — represented  also  to  Staffordshire  County  Council. 

February,  1965.  The  large  numbers  of  children  in  Ounsdale 
Comprehensive  School,  there  being  1,100  children  in  a  building 
which  was  built  to  hold  750  children — represented  also  to 
Staffordshire  County  Council. 

March,  1965.  The  provision  of  two  special  bungalows  for  severely 
disabled  persons  at  Codsall. 

April,  1965,  May,  1965  (and  later).  Retraining  and  rehousing  of  a 
problem  family  living  in  Kinver  parish.  A  training  period 
for  the  tenant  at  a  Hostel  for  Domestic  Science  was  involved. 
The  Staffordshire  County  Council  gave  large  financial  help. 

June,  1965.  A  report  on  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  Congress  at 
Eastbourne,  held  in  April,  1965. 

May,  1965.  Pollution  of  the  Smestow  Brook  and  associated  over¬ 
flow  from  sewage  farm. 

February  and  May,  1965.  Report  on  health  of  Immigrant  popula¬ 
tion  and  value  of  B.C.G.  Vaccine  for  Immigrants. 

May,  1965.  The  provision  of  a  Hostel  for  Aged  Persons  at  Bilbrook 
in  co-operation  with  Staffordshire  County  Council. 

July,  1965.  The  clearance  of  debris  from  the  Worn  Brook. 

April,  1965.  Description  of  medical  priorities  as  judged  and 
utilised  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  relation  to  re¬ 
housing  of  families. 

July,  1965.  Housing  of  Midwives  coming  to  an  appointment 
within  the  Rural  District  and  S.C.C. 

May  and  September,  1965.  A  Meals-on-Wheels  Luncheon  Club 
now  initiated  in  Wombourn  by  the  W.V.S.  with  financial 
contributions  from  the  Staffordshire  County  Council,  from 
Seisdon  Rural  District  Council,  and  from  Seisdon  Round  Table. 
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September  and  December,  1965.  The  green  booklet  (1965  edition) 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  subject  of  Fluoridation  of 
Water  Supplies  was  presented  to  the  Rural  District  Council. 
It  was  explained  in  full  to  the  Rural  District  Council. 

September,  1965.  The  Rural  District  Council  decided  to  allocate 
25%  of  all  Local  Authority  houses  to  the  rehousing  of  families 
from  condemned  houses. 

September,  1965.  A  new  Clinic  is  to  be  built  at  Kinver.  The 
Rural  District  Council  initiated  the  building  of  eight  houses  at 
Kinver  to  rehouse  families  from  the  site  of  the  Clinic. 

November,  1965.  The  development  of  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Services  within  Staffordshire  and  Seisdon  in  the  next  ten 
years. 

November,  1965.  Statistics  on  Coronary  Heart  Disease. 

November,  1965.  The  possible  use  of  Pattingham  Community 
Centre  as  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  on  two  afternoons  a  month. 

January,  1966.  The  prevention  of  Cancer  of  the  Cervix  in  women. 

March,  1966.  The  Public  Health  Department  moved  to  Gravel 
Hill  Bungalow  because  of  the  increasing  demand  for  space 
at  the  Council  Offices. 

HeaSth  Edyeation 

The  distribution  of  posters  to  Schools,  etc.,  within  the  Rural 
District  on  the  general  subjects  of  Health  Education,  Smoking  and 
Health,  and  other  related  subjects,  is  regularly  undertaken. 

SECTSOn  C  (1) 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  Bagley,  the 

Council’s  Surveyor,  for  the  following  report  on  Sewage  Disposal 
Schemes,  Housing  and  Water  Supplies.  Mr.  Bagley  has  also 
written  on  Rainfall.  The  report  is  dated  17th  June,  1966. 

RAINFALL 

The  average  rainfall  over  the  Seisdon  area  during  1965  was 
29.58  inches  as  compared  with  19.24  inches  in  1964  and  21.43 
inches  in  1963.  The  average  rainfall  for  the  standard  25  year 
period  1891-1915  is  27.14  inches.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  rainfall 
of  1965  exceeded  the  abnormally  low  rainfall  of  1964,  by  approxi¬ 
mately  50%  and  has  to  a  certain  extent  restored  the  position 
created  by  the  dry  cycle  between  1962  and  1964. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL 

Due  to  the  difficulties  experienced  during  the  year  in  obtaining 
the  standards  of  effluent  required  by  the  Severn  and  Trent  River 
Boards  in  respect  of  the  larger  centres  of  population  of  Wombourn, 
Codsall  and  Kinver  as  a  consequence  of  the  additional  power 
granted  under  the  Water  Resources  Act  1963  it  has  been  necessary 
to  suspend  new  building  in  the  Parishes  concerned  until  the 
deficiencies  in  treatment  at  these  works  has  been  rectihed. 
Priority  has  therefore  been  given  to  schemes  for  extending  existing 
works  to  meet  this  situation.  Good  progress  has  been  made  and  a 
scheme  for  extending  Codsall  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  an  esti¬ 
mated  cost  of  ^170,000  has  been  prepared  in  this  Department  and 
approved  by  the  Ministry  without  modification.  These  proposals 
are  designed  on  modern  lines  to  meet  the  difficulties  experienced  in 
obtaining  labour  for  maintenance  purposes  and  includes  mechanical 
scraping,  sludge  presses,  instead  of  sludge  beds  and  automatic 
pumping  arrangements. 

Designs  are  at  present  being  prepared  for  the  extension  of 
Wombourn  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
£300,000.  Preparation  of  this  scheme  is  being  carried  out  in  close 
co-operation  with  the  Ministry’s  Engineers  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  scheme  will  be  submitted  for  approval  in  1966. 

The  Sewerage  schemes  for  the  drainage  of  the  Hinksford 
Caravan  site  and  the  village  of  Swindon  were  completed  during  the 
year  at  a  cost  of  £87,000  and  a  scheme  for  the  extension  of  Hinksford 
Caravan  site  (Phase  11)  is  in  course  of  preparation. 

WATER 

No  major  schemes  for  the  laying  of  water  mains  were  under¬ 
taken  during  1965  because  as  previously  stated  practically  all  the 
outlying  properties  on  the  Western  boundary  of  the  District  have 
now  been  provided  with  a  piped  water  supply.  Various  chlorina- 
tions  plants  installed  in  this  area  continue  to  work  satisfactorily 
and  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied  has  been  uniformly  good. 
Kinver  water  supply  continues  to  be  under  the  control  of  the 
District  Council  although  it  is  understood  that  some  progress  has 
been  made  towards  its  incorporation  into  the  South  Staffordshire 
Water  Works  and  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Under¬ 
takings  Areas  of  Supply. 

HOUSING 

During  1965,  38  Council  houses  were  completed,  making  a  total 
of  3,068  houses  completed  since  1945.  Road  and  Sewer  Works  at 
the  Brockley’s  Walk  Housing  Site,  Kinver,  are  now  well  advanced 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  first  phase  of  this  scheme  comprising 
the  erection  of  65  houses  will  be  commenced  in  1966.  In  addition 
243  private  houses  were  completed  as  compared  with  310  in  1964. 
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SECTION  C  (2) 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  Ministry  of  Health  classify  drinking  water  into  : 


Class  One 
Class  Two 
Class  Three 
Class  Four 


Highly  Satisfactory 
Satisfactory 
Suspicious 
Unsatisfactory  .  . 


Presumptive  coliform 
count  for  100  ml. 
Less  than  1 
1  —  2 
3  —  10 
More  than  10 


In  a  year  50%  of  samples  should  come  into  Class  L 

80%  of  samples  should  come  into  Class  1  or  2. 
the  remaining  20%  of  samples  should  not  be  below  Class  3. 
Chlorinated  piped  supplies  ought  all  to  come  into  Class  1. 


The  Public  Health  Department  has  itself  maintained  an 
intensive  series  of  bacteriological  tests  on  the  water  supplies  of  the 
District.  In  addition,  the  Water  Undertakings  have  taken  their 
own  tests. 


The  water  supply  of  the  District  has  been  mainly  provided  by 
the  following  three  water  undertakings  (reading  from  north  to 
south  of  the  Rural  District)  : — 

(a)  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking,  which 
supplies  the  Parishes  of  Codsall,  Wrottesley,  Wrottesley 
(Detached)  Pattingham,  Lower  Penn,  Wombourn, 
Trysull,  Seisdon,  Himley  and  Swindon. 

(h)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  which  supplies 
Kinver,  Enville  and  Bobbington. 

(c)  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department,  which  supplies 
the  Iverley  portion  of  Kinver,  and  part  of  Bobbington 
and  Enville. 

I  am  very  much  indebted  to  the  respective  Water  Engineers  of 
the  above  mentioned  Water  Authorities  for  the  following  three 
reports  : — 

(a)  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking 

(1)  The  water  supplied  to  the  Parishes  concerned  in  your 
Rural  District  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

(2)  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  results  of  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  of  water  going  into  distribution  : 
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Number 

of 

Samples 

Presumptive  Coli-Aerogenes 
per  100  ml. 

0 

1—2 

3—10 

Over  10 

Total  number  of 
Bacteriological 
examinations  taken 

1,259 

1 ,243 

6 

7 

4 

Percentage  of 
samples  taken 

— 

98.7 

0.48 

0.56 

0.26 

Of  these  1,259  samples  taken  by  the  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  Water  Undertaking  in  the  year,  98.7% 
were  “  highly  satisfactory.”  In  case  of  possible 
contamination  of  the  mains,  {e.g.  relaying,  etc.)  the 
affected  stretch  of  mains  is  immediately  chlorinated 
and  re-sampled.  Including  also  water  which  was 
tested  before  and  during  treatment  a  total  of  2,566 
water  samples  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  by  the  W.C.W.U.  There  are  nine  main  sources 
of  supply,  one  of  these  being  river  water  from  Cosford. 

(3)  The  water  supplied  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo- 
solvent  action.  The  fluoride  content  of  the  water 
supplied  is  within  the  range  0.04  to  0.18  p.p.m.  (as  F). 

(4)  The  water  was  treated  by  the  W.C.W.U.  at  its  water 
works.  The  W.C.W.U.  also  took 

1,097  chemical  tests  on  the  water 
-f-  230  biological  tests  on  the  water. 

-1-  100  Radiological  tests  on  the  water  sources. 

(5)  Total  population  supplied  by  the  W.C.W.U.  on  31st 
December,  1962,  was  355,100. 

(6)  Hardness  of  water  being  distributed  in  Seisdon  Rural 
District  by  W.C.W.U. 
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District 

Hardness 

mg. 

per  litre 

(Clark) 

Degrees 

Seisdon  and  Smestow 

100—125 

7—  9 

Lower  Penn  and  Pattingham  .  . 

265—280 

19—20 

Codsall,  Oaken,  Bilbrook  and 

Wrottesley 

275—305 

19—21 

Himley,  Wombourn,  Blakeley, 

Trysull  and  Swindon 

100—275 

7—19 

Water  at  Wombourn  and  Seisdon  is  the  softest  water  of  the 
whole  W.C.W.U.  suppty. 

(b)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company 

(1)  The  supply  to  those  parts  of  the  Rural  District  which 
are  served  by  the  South  Staffs.  Waterworks  Co.  has 
been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  It  comes 
from  Ashwood  and  Kinver  Pumping  Stations. 


Number 

samples 

taken. 

Number  entirely  free 
from  any  form  of 
coliform  bacteria 

Ashwood  raw  water 

103 

101 

were  "  highly  satisfactory  ” 

Ashwood  Chlorinated  water  99 

98 

were  “  highly  satisfactory  ” 

Kinver  chlorinated  water 

52 

50 

were  “  highly  satisfactory  ” 

Kinver  Reservoir 

51 

47 

were  “  highly  satisfactory  ” 

Chlorination  is  practised  as  a  precautionary  measure 
at  both  of  the  supplying  stations.  Chemical  examina¬ 
tions  were  done  on 


99  samples  from  Ashwood  Pumping  Station, 
and  on  51  samples  from  Kinver  Pumping  Station. 

(3)  Water  from  the  supplying  Stations  does  not  have  a 
plumbo-solvent  action. 
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(4)  In  the  case  of  possible  contamination  in  the  event  of 
bursts  mains,  cleaning  out  reservoirs,  etc.,  emergency 
chlorination  is  performed.  New  mains  are  not 
brought  into  use  until  a  sample  of  water  from  them  is 
found  to  be  satisfactory  on  testing. 


(5)  Ashwood  P.S.  fluoride  content  .06  p.p.m. — 1963 
Kinver  P.S.  fluoride  content  .03  p.p.m. — 1965 


The  Rural  District  Council  took 
Total  samples 
Highly  satisfactory 
Suspicious 
Unsatisfactory  . . 


samples  in  1964  : 
103 
101 
1 
1 


(c)  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department 

This  water  supplies  about  50  houses  in  Iverley. 


(1)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quantity  and  quality. 

(2)  Bacteriological  examinations  have  been  made  of  the 
water  at  Elan  Aqueduct  at  Ludlow  by  the 
Birmingham  Water  Department.  Twenty-six  out 
of  twenty-six  samples  were  ''  highly  satisfactory  ’’ 
at  Ludlow.  The  Public  Health  Department  of 
Seisdon  Rural  District  have  taken  samples  of  this 
water  periodically  at  Iverley.  Seisdon  Rural  District 
Council  operate  continuously  a  small  chlorination 
plant  just  inside  their  boundary  for  the  water  supplied 
to  these  fifty  houses  at  Iverley.  At  the  time  of 
writing,  the  addition  by  the  Rural  District  Council  of 
chlorine  to  the  strength  of  between  0.25  and  0.5  parts 
per  million  is  producing  a  water  which  is  “  highly 
satisfactory as  shown  by  ten  tests  out  of  ten 
(taken  at  Iverley). 

(3)  The  raw  Elan  water  has  a  plumbo-solvent  action 
which  is  neutralised  with  hydrated  lime  before 
entering  the  Aqueduct. 

(4)  Fluoride  values  were  : 

1.00  p.p.m. — 12th  October,  1965. 
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(d)  Bumhill  Orean  and  Patshyi!  Halt. 

At  Patshull  Hall  there  is  a  Hospital  Orthopaedic  Unit. 
Nine  samples  taken  in  1965  were  all  “  highly  satisfactory.” 

In  Jnne  1963  both  Patshull  Hall  and  Burnhill  Green 
village  were  converted  to  the  mains  water  supply  of  Wolver¬ 
hampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking.  The  extensions  of 
pipelines  had  been  newly  constructed  in  the  previous  twelve 
months.  The  village  School  closed  down  in  July,  1965. 

(e)  Entitle  and  Botoingten— East  Sliroissliire  Water  Board. 

This  Board  supplies  water  to  western  parts  of  Enville 
and  Bobbington.  The  water  is  derived  from  the  Birmingham 
Elan  Aqueduct. 

(a)  It  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

(b)  Sterilisation  is  by  chlorination  at  the  point  of  take  off 
from  the  Aqueduct.  This  chlorination  is  carried  out 
by  the  E.S.W.B. 

Of  the  results  of  samples  taken  by  the  R.D.C.  in  1965  : 

6  were  highly  satisfactory  from  6,  total  number  of  tests. 

(f)  Swimming  Poofs 

A  large  swimming  pool  at  an  hotel  in  Kinver  Parish  is 
tested  chemically  and  bacteriologically  through  the  season  by 
our  department.  It  gives  excellent  results  and  conforms  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Standards.  It  is  tested  for  P.H.  value, 
residual  chlorine  content,  and  bacteriological  test  each  week. 
Of  15  bacteriological  tests  in  1965,  all  15  were  “  highly  satis¬ 
factory.”  The  source  of  the  water  is  the  South  Staffs.  Water 
Company’s  main  supply  originating  from  its  pumping  station 
at  Kinver.  The  method  of  treatment  is  continuous  8 — 12  hour 
chlorination,  hltration,  alum  and  soda  treatment  each  day. 
Water  at  the  surface  overflow  point  goes  to  waste  and  is  not 
returned  to  the  swimming  bath.  Water  is  replaced  daily  from 
the  mains  supply. 

The  whole  of  the  water  is  changed  each  April.  The 
bacteriological  results  are  excellent.  The  water  circulates 
through  the  plant  every  four  hours  by  reason  of  new  engineer¬ 
ing  apparatus,  installed  in  April,  1961. 

A  swimming  pool  has  been  built  as  part  of  the  premises 
of  the  Wombourn  Comprehensive  School  (Staffs.  C.C.).  Chlor¬ 
ination  is  here  carried  out  by  adding  a  chlorine  compound  and 
solution  each  day.  The  pool  is  tested  by  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council. 
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(g)  Envsfie  Estates  (Cox  Green). 

During  1965,  43  samples  were  taken.  Of  these, 

42  were  highly  satisfactory 
1  was  unsatisfactory. 

A  new  efficient  chlorination  plant  was  fitted  to  the  supply 
on  13/12/63.  It  had  formerly  been  in  use  at  Burnhill  Green 
and  by  co-operation  between  the  Rural  District  Council  and 
the  Enville  Estates,  the  apparatus  was  re-sited  at  Cox  Green. 
The  results  have  been  very  much  improved  since  it  came  into 
operation. 

(h)  Chemical  Analysis  of  Drinking  Water 

Recent  results  from  our  sam.pling  are  as  follows 


Lead 

Date 

Fluorine 

Date 

Codsall 

— 

— 

0.090  p.p.m. 

15/12/65 

Wombourn  .  . 

— 

— 

0.093  p.p.m. 

8/12/65 

Kinver 

0.04 

30/12/65 

0.042  p.p.m. 

4/1/66 

(i)  Kinver,  Stourton,  and  ^ew  %Vood  Water  Supply 

(South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  Supply) 

The  number  of  samples  taken  by  the  Rural  District 
Council  in  1965  was  95.  Of  these  93  were  ''  highly  satis¬ 
factory.” 

1  was  satisfactory 
1  was  unsatisfactory 

Included  within  the  93  were  8  ‘‘  highly  satisfactory  ”  from 
New  Wood.  (See  also  paragraph  B). 

(j)  Wrottesley  Hall  Private  Supply 

The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  supply  was 
connected  to  the  Hall  by  a  newly  constructed  mains  pipeline 
early  in  1964,  and  the  results  are  now  “  highly  satisfactory.” 

At  the  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  the  water  is  heated, 
clarified,  and  chlorinated.  Six  samples  taken  from  August 
to  October,  1965,  were  all,  ”  highly  satisfactory.” 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

Th,6  gciiGro,!  policy  of  the  Public  Hculth  Committee  in  regurd 
to  its  slum  Clearance  Programme  has  two  parts  : — 

I.  The  representation  and  passing  of  Demolition  Orders  or 
Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  houses  and  country  cottages 
where  one  or  two  only  are  involved. 

II.  Che  representation  of  Clearance  Areas  where  groups  of 
four  or  more  houses  are  involved. 


Local  Authority  Houses— Waiting  List 


As  at  December,  1965,  the  statistics  are  : — 


48  families  living  in  Condemned  properties 
236  families  living  in  lodgings 
58  families  living  in  caravans,  etc. 

342  families  in  a  priority  group 

plus 

4  families  living  as  owner-occupiers 
146  families  living  as  tenants 
109  families  living  as  service  tenants 

378 


Total — 720 


The  Housing  Officer  kindly  supplied  the  following  details  : 

As  at 
Dec.,  1965. 

Total  number  of  Council  Houses  in  Seisdon 

R.D.C.  at  3Ist  December,  1965  .  .  . ,  3,316 

Number  of  Seisdon  families  on  the  waiting 
list  for  Local  Authority  Houses  at  3Ist 
December,  1965  .  .  .  .  .  .  _  720 

Number  of  families  housed  in  traditional  dwellings  during  1964: 
Re-lets  . .  .  ,  . .  40  (Overspill) 

Re-lets  .  54  (Seisdon) 

New  Dwellings  .  .  . .  35  (Seisdon) 


Total  . .  129 
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Improvement  Grants— Housing 

(a)  Amounts  paid  in  the  year  up  to  31/3/62  .  .  £6,985 

(b)  Amounts  paid  in  the  year  up  to  31/3/63  .  .  £11,507 

(c)  Amounts  paid  in  the  year  up  to  31/3/64  .  .  £13,905 

(d)  Amount  paid  in  the  year  up  to  31/3/65  £6,500 

(approx.) 

(e)  The  number  of  houses  recommended  for 

Improvement  Grants  in  1965  .  .  .  .  30 


SECTION  E 

See  Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SECTION  F 

PREVALANCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever 

1963  . 

1964  . 

1965  . 


Cases 

Notified 

17 

17 

7 


Whooping  Cough 

1963  . . 

1964  .  . 

1965  .  . 


26 

27 

1 


Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  is  available  at  Infant 
Welfare  clinics  throughout  the  Rural  District,  and  at  the  General 
Practitioners’  Surgeries. 


Numbers  of  children  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough 
have  been  as  follows  : — 


Reinforcement 

Immunisation 


1961  Primary  Immunisations  . .  586 

1962  Primary  Immunisations  . .  455 

1964  Primary  Immunisations  .  .  455 

1965  Primary  Immunisations  . .  571 


115 

89 

224 

418 
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Measles 


Cases 
Notified 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Diphtheria 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  year.  The  last  case  of 
Diphtheria  in  the  Rural  District  occurred  in  1950,  in  which  year 
there  were  two  cases.  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  avail¬ 
able  at  Clinics  throughout  the  Rural  District,  and  also  at  the 
General  Practitioners’  Surgeries. 


Number  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  have  been 
as  follows  : — 


1964 

1965 

Primary  Immunisation 

924 

596 

Reinforcement  Immunisation 

1827 

1543 

Total  .  . 

2751 

2139 

Tetanus.  Immunisation  against  Tetanus  : — 

Primary  Tetanus  Immunisation 

606 

Reinforcement  Tetanus  Immunisation 

«  • 

1521 

2127 

1,083 

206 

499 


Infantile  Paralysis  (Poliomyelitis) 

Cases 


1957  .  .  5 

1958  .  .  0 

1959  .  .  1 

1960  .  .  1 

1961  .  .  0 

1962  . .  0 

1963  .  .  0 

1964  .  .  0 

1965  .  .  0 


Deaths 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Poliomyelitis  vaccine  given  in  1965  : 

Primary  Polio  vaccine  .  .  .  .  863  children 

Reinforcement  Polio  vaccine  . .  4485  children 


Total .  5348 
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There  have  been  24  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  in  the  Rural  District 
in  the  last  19  years.  One  of  these  cases  died.  The  last  case  of 
Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  1960. 

Salmonella  Infections  (Food  poisoning  type  of  organisms)  1965 

Date.  Sex.  Age  Type.  Village 

June,  1965  Female  48  Salmonell  Durham  Lower  Penn 

June,  1965  Male  21  Salmonella  Typhimurium  Kinver 

June,  1965  Male  48  Salmonella  Durham  Lower  Penn 

June,  1965  Male  19  Salmonella  Durham  Lower  Penn 

These  three  cases  of  Salmonella  Durham  were  all  in  one 
family.  Within  this  same  family  there  were  three  restaurant 
workers,  and  one  of  these  food  handlers  contracted  the  infection. 
The  infection  lasted  within  the  family  from  June  to  October,  1965. 

Brucella  Abortus  Infection 

In  November,  1965,  there  were  two  separate  incidents  of 
Brucella  infection  at  farms  in  the  South  of  the  Rural  District. 
Fortunately,  all  milk  from  these  two  farms  was  going  as  a  routine 
for  pasteurisation  before  distribution  to  the  general  public. 

Smailpox—^Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Initial  V accinations 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Under  one  year 

27 

36 

36 

Age  group  1 — 4 

.  . 

61 

265 

351 

Age  group  5 — 14 

•  • 

7 

32 

23 

Age  group  15  and  over 

•  • 

21 

25 

— 

116 

358 

410 

Re-vaccinations 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Age  group  1 — 4 

1 

• — - 

1 

Age  group  5 — 14 

•  • 

7 

3 

185 

Age  group  15  and  over 

•  • 

28 

10 

— 

36 

13 

186 

General  [Pleasures 

School  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  are  carefully  scruti¬ 
nised  and  made  prompt  use  of  for  the  purpose  of  guidance  and 
location. 
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SECTION  G 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Appreciation  is  here  recorded  of  the  co-operation  and  help 
given  by  the  Housing  Committee  of  Seisdon  Rural  District  Council 
in  giving  priority  to  the  housing  recommendations  of  the  M.O.H. 
in  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  This  priority  consists  in  awarding  a 
variable  number  of  housing  points  according  to  whether  the  case 
IS  open  sputum  positive  case  or  not,  and  takes  account  also  of  the 
number  and  condition  of  the  children. 


On  Register  31/12/64 

Pulmonary 

Male  Female 

74  90 

Non  Pulmonary 
Male  Female 

5  6 

Cases  entered  on 

Register,  1965  .  . 

11 

2 

0 

0 

Cases  removed  from 
Register  during  1965 

20 

23 

0 

2 

Remaining  on  Register 
31/12/65  .  . 

65 

69 

5 

4 

Total  .  . 

- 

134 

9 

Total  Number  of  Cases  on  Register 


At 

At 

At 

At 

31/12/62 

31/12/63 

31/12/64 

31/12/65 

Pulmonary — Male 

80 

69 

74 

65 

Pulmonary — Female  .  . 

95 

84 

90 

69 

Non-Pulmonary — Male 

5 

5 

5 

Non-Pulmonary — Female 

8 

6 

6 

4 

TOTAL  .  . 

188 

164 

175 

143 

Number  for  1,000  population 

(Seisdon) 

4.83 

4.1 

4.3 

3.5 

Average  for  Staffs.  C.C.  per 

1,000  population 

8.2 

7.3 

7.7 

— 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Seisdon 

Residents  (Tuberculosis) 

2 

2 

Nil 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS— S^OTIFICATION  RATE  OF  NEW  CASES 

(Per  100,000  persons) 


Respiratory  TB. 
Average 

1959—63  1964 

Staffs.  C.C. 

34 

25 

Seisdon  R.D.  .  . 

1958 

44 

1959 

30 

1960 

23 

1961 

34 

1962 

21 

1963 

18 

1964 

27 

1965 

31 

TUBERCULOSIS 

OF  THE 

LUNG 

Compare  Notification  Rate  per 

100,000  ol 

Population. 

Average  1959-63 

1964 

England  and  Wales  . . 

•  •  •  • 

43 

32 

Staffordshire  . . 

*  •  •  • 

34 

25 

Wolverhampton 

•  •  •  • 

60 

57 

Birmingham  . . 

•  •  •  • 

63 

58 

Smethwick 

«  •  »  • 

104 

58 
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AmUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
for  the  Year  1965 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Seisdon  Rnral  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

This  is  the  ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  your  Public 
Health  Inspectors  that  I  have  been  privileged  to  present  to  you. 
Whilst  reviewing  the  achievements  of  the  year’s  work  I  have  also 
been  looking  back  over  the  activities  of  other  past  years.  The 
sum  total  of  such  a  comprehensive  review  presents  a  picture  of  a 
most  progressive  rural  authority  with  essential  services  which  stand 
comparison  with  any. 

Your  refuse  collection  and  disposal  services,  your  new  depot 
with  facilities  for  your  workmen  that  are  second  to  none,  your 
development  at  Hinksford  which  will  ultimately  provide  a  model 
caravan  site,  are  just  some  of  these  achievements  which  stand  out 
in  the  public  health  field  ;  no  mean  record  for  a  medium  sized  rural 
authority.  In  the  light  of  such  progress  it  was  all  the  more  regret¬ 
table  that  the  West  Midlands  Order,  1965,  made  in  November  of 
that  year,  should  have  included  such  a  drastic  alteration  to  the  rural 
boundary  for  1966,  particularly  in  the  Wrottesley  Parish. 

The  two  highlights  of  the  year  were  undoubtedly  the  opening 
of  the  new  depot  at  the  Heath  Mill  Industrial  Site  and  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  first  phase  of  the  development  of  the  Hinksford  Caravan 
Site. 


The  new  depot  was  taken  into  use  on  April  12th,  and  your 
workmen  were  provided  there  with  every  possible  amenity ; 
personal  clothing  lockers,  adequate  ablution  rooms  complete  with 
shower  baths,  and  a  pleasant  mess  room  for  taking  their  meals. 
All  vehicles  can  now  be  garaged  under  cover  and  the  vehicle  mech¬ 
anics  can  carry  out  their  servicing  and  repairs  within  adequate  and 
satisfactory  facilities.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Government’s 
“  credit  squeeze  ”  will  not  defer  the  building  of  your  new  Council 
Offices  for  too  long,  so  that  the  staff  too  may  be  able  to  enjoy  the 
same  adequate  facilities.  It  is  somewhat  ironical  that  in  a  year 
when  your  Inspectors  were  actively  engaged  in  the  administration 
of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  and  requiring 
other  owners  to  bring  their  office  premises  up  to  the  required 
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standards,  that  the  local  authority  should  be  prevented  from 
fulhlling  their  desire  to  do  likewise  due  to  the  restriction  upon 
their  new  office  building. 

The  completion  of  the  hrst  phase  of  development  of  your 
Hinksford  Caravan  Site  in  October  had  long  been  awaited,  but 
was  none  the  less  a  satisfying  sight.  The  model  living  conditions 
provided  here  for  caravan  dwellers  are  a  necessary  requirement  of 
this  age,  and  many  more  local  authorities  could  well  be  following 
your  example  and  creating  sites  of  this  standard. 

Our  one  regret  at  Hinksford  is  that  we  should  have  to  suffer 
the  serious  nuisance  created  by  the  disposal  of  sewage  from  Dudley, 
which  just  rushes  down  the  hillside  in  a  crude  state  and  discharges 
directly  into  the  Smestow  Brook  immediately  opposite  the  caravan 
site.  Surely  a  very  ludicrous  situation  this  when  a  large  County 
Borough  is  permitted  to  treat  its  sewage  by  this  very  cheap  method 
even  though  it  creates  a  serious  nuisance  ;  and  the  much  smaller 
rural  authority  pumps  its  own  sewage  from  the  caravan  site  to  a 
proper  treatment  works  at  much  greater  expense  and  through  the 
very  hill  over  which  the  Dudley  sewage  is  permitted  to  flow. 
It  must  surely  be  time  that  the  Dudley  Sewage  Act  of  1879  was 
considered  for  amendment  or  repeal  in  the  light  of  modern  circum¬ 
stances. 

I  have  commented  in  previous  years  on  the  routine  work  of 
your  inspectors,  work  of  paramount  importance  in  the  prevention 
of  unhealthy  environments  but  unspectacular  in  itself.  I  have 
endeavoured  in  this  report  to  make  some  general  explanatory 
comments  on  this  routine  work. 

I  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  and  Caravans  Committees  for  their  confidence  and 
support,  and  I  am  grateful  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  all  other  Officials  for  their  ready  co-operation 
at  all  times.  To  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department,  both  pro¬ 
fessional  and  clerical,  and  the  workmen  of  the  Cleansing  Depart¬ 
ment,  I  express  my  appreciation  for  their  work  throughout  the 
year. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  H.  ROBERTS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


June,  1966. 
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An  aerial  view  of  Phase  One  of  the  Council’s  Hinksford  Caravan  Site  showing  open  type  layout  for  68  caravans.  The  dis¬ 
coloured  grass  at  the  top  of  the  picture  indicates  where  Dudley  sewage  has  been  discharging  down  the  hillside  into  the 

Smestow  Brook.  Photograph  by  S.  Maurice  Smith 


Looking  across  the  Council’s  Hinksford  ('aravan  Site,  the  individual  bathroom/toilet/store  units  can  be  seen  between  each  ])air 

of  caravans. 

Photograph  by  S.  Maurice  Siiil/h 


ACTION  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


The  following  summary  indicates  the  numbers  of  inspections 
and  other  visits  paid  by  the  public  health  inspectors  in  respect  of 
the  subjects  listed  : — 


Public  Health  Nuisances 
Drainage 

Infectious  Diseases 

Dirty/ Verminous  Premises  .  . 

Piggeries/Other  animals  kept 

Water  Supply 

Swimming  Pools 

Rodent  and  Insect  Pest  Control 


263 

521 

I2I 


79 

58 

19 
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Action  in  respect  of  nuisances  includes  repairs  to  houses  where 
the  defects  can  be  regarded  as  ‘‘  prejudicial  to  health  or  a  nuisance/’ 

Many  complaints  of  offensive  odours  were  found  to  emanate 
from  various  farming  practices  ;  the  spreading  of  manures  and 
fertilisers,  the  use  of  silage,  etc.  In  most  cases  the  complaints 
arose  from  the  occupants  of  houses  in  estates  developed  on  the 
fringe  of  development  areas.  There  seems  no  completely  satis¬ 
factory  answer  to  this  problem  where  housing  development  and 
agricultural  land  meet,  unless  land  could  be  spared  for  the  provision 
of  a  neutral  tract  ”  between  such  development  and  other  agri¬ 
cultural  activities.  There  was  a  typical  problem  during  the  year 
from  the  spreading  of  liquid  poultry  manure  on  to  agricultural  land. 
In  spite  of  all  known  practical  measures  being  taken  to  prevent 
nuisance,  including  the  use  of  odour  masking  compounds,  nuisance 
was  nevertheless  caused  to  the  occupants  of  nearby  houses,  and  a 
lot  of  bad  feeling  unfortunately  arose  on  account  of  this. 

Other  activities  under  these  Acts  included  the  provision  and 
maintenance  of  satisfactory  drainage,  the  conversion  of  pan  closets 
to  water  closets,  the  investigation  of  infectious  diseases,  and  the 
sampling  of  water  supplies  and  swimming  pools. 

Samples  taken 

Water  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  .  .  216 

Water  samples  for  chemical  examination  . .  16 

Swimming  bath  samples  for  bacteriological  and 

chemical  examination  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 
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Complaints 


993  complaints  received  during  the  year  were  all  investigated 
and  the  appropriate  action  taken  where  necessary.  Almost  half 
of  these  related  to  obstructed  drains  which  were  dealt  with  expedi¬ 
tiously  by  your  rodent  operative.  A  nominal  charge  of  £l  is  made 
in  respect  of  drains  from  single  privately  owned  premises.  These 
complaints  are  summarised  in  the  following  table 

Obstructed  drains  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  470 

Rats  and  Mice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  232 

Other  Pests  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  137 

Refuse  Collection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  88 

Housing  Defects  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  37 

Other  Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Byelaws  were  made  in  1963  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
cleanliness  of  premises  at  which  a  hairdressers  or  barbers  business 
is  carried  on  and  of  the  instruments,  towels,  materials  and  equipment 
used  therein,  and  the  cleanliness  of  hairdressers  or  barbers  working 
in  such  premises  in  regard  to  both  themselves  and  their  clothing. 

37  inspections  were  carried  out  upon  the  20  premises  concerned 
and  the  following  improvements  effected. 


Sterilisation  Equipment  Provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Receptacles  for  Hair  Clippings  Provided  .  .  .  .  9 

Premises  Redecorated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Improved  Ventilation  Provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 


ACTION  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS 


Preliminary  surveys  of  houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  40 

Primary  inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  136 

Re-inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  324 

Inspections  re  Improvement  .  .  .  .  .  .  206 

Investigation  of  Overcrowding  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 


Unfit  Housing  Programme 

The  end  of  the  year  saw  the  completion  of  the  second  5-year 
programme  for  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses.  In  the  last  10  years 
a  total  of  509  unfit  dwellings  have  been  demolished  or  closed  for 
human  habitation. 
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There  remains  a  further  175  unfit  houses  still  to  be  formally 
dealt  with  in  the  next  five  years. 


Individual  Unfit  Houses 

During  1965  a  total  of  33  unfit  houses  not  capable  of  repair  at 
reasonable  expense  were  represented  and  action  taken  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  .  .  .  .  23 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  of  Undertakings  not  to  Relet  accepted  . .  6 

In  the  last  10  years  a  total  of  444  unfit  houses  have  been 
represented  and  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  .  .  .  .  336 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  . .  .  .  . .  38 

Number  of  Undertakings  not  to  Relet  accepted  . .  70 


Clearance  Areas 

No  clearance  areas  were  declared  during  1965.  In  the  last 
10  years  a  total  of  65  unfit  houses  have  been  included  in  clearance 
areas,  all  of  which  have  been  confirmed. 


Housing  Defects 

73  Informal  Notices  were  served  during  the  year.  These 
required  the  execution  of  essential  repairs,  improvements  to  water 
supplies  and  drainage,  and  conversion  of  pail  closets  to  the  water 
carriage  system. 

One  Statutory  Notice  was  served  under  Section  26  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1961,  in  respect  of  a  serious  defective  roof.  This 
enabled  the  urgent  repairs  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Council  in  default 
much  more  speedily  than  could  have  been  achieved  by  the  older 
powers  in  the  1936  -Public  Health  Act. 

During  the  year  repairs  and  improvements  were  effected  in 
92  houses  within  the  district,  and  the  following  table  indicates  the 
nature  of  the  works  carried  out. 
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Summary  of  Repairs  and  Improvements  Effected. 

Repairs  to  roof,  walls  and  external  structures  .  .  68 

Internal  repairs  to  walls,  ceilings  and  floors  .  .  74 

Repairs  to  doors,  windows,  and  other  internal  fittings  78 
Dampness  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  00 

Repairs  and  improvement  to  water  supplies  .  .  29 

Repair  and  improvement  to  drainage  systems  .  .  83 

Pail  closets  abolished  .  .  .  .  _  2‘> 

Water  closets  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  this  district. 

I^oise  Atiatement  Act,  1960 

Complaints  received  during  the  year  included  nuisance  from 
dog  barking,  disturbance  from  music  and  noise  of  cars  late  at  night 
and  noise  from  factory  machinery.  They  were  all  resolved  by 
informal  action  with  the  exception  of  the  music  and  car  disturbance 
which  ceased  with  the  closure  of  the  club. 

46  visits  were  made  in  respect  of  the  nuisances,  many  of  them 
out  of  normal  working  hours. 

Housing  improvements. 


During  the  last  3  years  considerable  effort  has  been  directed 
at  the  owners  of  suitable  older  houses  to  endeavour  to  persuade 
them  to  do  improvement  schemes  to  bring  their  houses  up  to 
modern  standards.  Only  a  limited  success  was  achieved  and  this 
mainly  concerned  owner/occupied  houses. 

A  comprehensive  survey  was  made  of  a  potential  Improvement 
Area  containing  some  77  houses  with  a  view  to  using  the  com¬ 
pulsory  powers  contained  in  the  Housing  Act,  1964.  As  the  West 
Midlands  Order  authorised  the  transfer  of  this  particular  area  out 
of  the  rural  district  in  1966,  this  potential  improvement  area  wa^ 
not  proceeded  with. 

Houses  in  IVIuSti-Occupation 

The  district  is  fortunate  in.  that  there  were  no  houses  in  multi¬ 
occupation  which  required  attention  during  the  year. 
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Rent  Act,  1957 

For  the  third  successive  year  no  applications  were  received 
for  certificates  of  disrepair. 

ACTION  UNDER  THE  CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

19  smoke  observations  were  made  during  the  year  and  appro¬ 
priate  informal  action  taken  in  respect  of  the  few  contraventions 
recorded.  Investigation  of  smoke  nuisances  involved  a  further 
24  visits  ;  and  5  routine  inspections  were  carried  out  upon  the 
smoke  control  area. 

Industrial  Smoke 

Further  progress  continued  to  be  made  with  the  improvement 
of  factory  boiler  plant  to  minimise  industrial  emissions,  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  record  the  co-operation  that  has  been  received  from 
factory  management  within  the  district. 

Notification  of  New  Furnaces 

Only  3  notifications  were  received  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  the  installation  of  new  furnaces,  and  no  application  for  prior 
approval  was  made.  Ignorance  of  the  requirements  of  Section  3 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  still  prevails  with  regard  to  this  need 
to  notify  any  proposed  installation  of  new  furnaces  other  than 
domestic  furnaces  with  capacities  below  55,000  British  Thermal 
Units  per  hour. 

Chimney  Heights 

Only  2  chimney  heights  were  controllable  under  Section  10  of 
the  Clean  Air  Act  upon  plans  submitted  under  the  Building  Byelaws 
and  an  adequate  chimney  height  was  required  in  each  case  ;  and  yet 
the  heights  of  7  other  chimneys  erected  were  not  controllable  because 
they  were  outside  the  scope  of  this  Section.  I  cannot  understand 
how  all  buildings  used  as  residences,  shops  or  offices,  should  be 
exempt  from  this  proper  control  of  chimney  height  with  complete 
disregard  to  the  size  and  extent  of  the  building  and  the  degree  of 
pollution  involved. 

It  is  also  regrettable  that  so  many  people  are  still  more  con¬ 
cerned  with  what  chimneys  look  like  than  with  the  purpose  for 
which  they  are  designed,  namely  to  discharge  pollutant  gases  at  a 
sufficient  height  and  an  adequate  velocity  to  ensure  effective  dis¬ 
persal  into  the  upper  atmosphere.  Many  of  our  schools  possess 
classic  examples  of  low  squat  chimneys  not  conspicuous  by  their 
height  but  by  the  dirty  black  smoke  stain  running  down  from  the 
chimney  tops. 
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ACTION  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

It  is  under  this  Act  and  the  many  Regulations  made  under  it 
that  the  inspection  of  all  types  of  food  are  carried  out  ;  and  that 
the  various  premises  for  the  manufacture,  storage  and  distribution 
of  food,  and  the  handling  of  food  in  such  premises,  are  controlled. 

There  are  a  total  of  220  food  premises  within  the  district, 
and  472  inspections  of  these  were  carried  out  :  the  following  sum- 
mary  indicates  the  number  of  each  type  of  premises  : 


Type  of  Food  Premises. 

Bakehouses 

Butchers’  Shops 

Cafes,  Snack  Bars  and  Works 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Grocers  Shops 

Hotels  and  Restaurants 

Public  Houses .  . 

Other  Food  Premises .  . 


No.  of 
Premises. 

.  2 

.  22 

Canteens  . .  . ,  17 

.  9 

.  77 

.  11 

.  46 

.  36 


All  these  220  premises  are  htted  with  adequate  personal 
washing  facilities  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 


Regulation  19,  which  requires  the  provision  of  facilities  for  the 
washing  of  food  and  equipment,  applies  to  208  of  these  premises, 
and  all  these  208  premises  are  fitted  to  comply  with  the  Regulation 
19* 


As  a  result  of  these  routine  inspections  and  the  service  of  some 
22  informal  notices  the  following  improvements  were  effected 
during  the  year  to  the  various  food  premises  as  shown. 
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Bakehouses 
Butchers  Shops 
Cafes,  Snack  Bars  and  Works 
Canteens 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Grocers  Shops 
Hotels  and  Restaurants 
Public  Houses 
Other  Food  Premises 

Total 


1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

9 


8 

7 

4 
9 

5 
21 
17 

71 


4 

3 

4 
3 

18 


1 

5 

6 
3 

14 

1 

2 

6 

38 


1 

2 


Mobile  Vehicles 

Although  23  inspections  were  carried  out  on  mobile  vehicles 
retailing  various  foods,  this  was  once  again  a  very  “  hit  and  miss 
affair  in  a  district  of  some  65  sq.  miles.  With  no  powers  of  regis¬ 
tration  and  no  compulsion  to  ensure  a  primary  inspection  before 
they  operate  in  food  sales,  these  mobile  vehicles  can  evade  all 
measure  of  control  that  we  have  over  static  premises.  Much  more 
adequate  legislation  is  urgently  required  to  ensure  that  mobile 
food  shops  are  operated  satisfactorily. 


Licensed  Clubs. 

The  opportunity  given  in  the  Licensing  Act,  1964,  to  make 
reports  to  the  Licensing  Justices  upon  the  suitability  of  club 
premises,  has  been  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  existing  powers  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act.  During  the  year  reports  were  made  upon 
7  club  premises,  and  improvements  were  required  to  be  effected  at 
2  of  them  ;  23  inspections  were  made. 
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Slaughterhouses 

3  private  slaughterhouses  were  in  operation  throughout  the 
year.  The  largest  at  Pattingham  was  operated  by  a  Wholesale 
Meat  Company.  The  other  2  at  Codsall  and  Wrottesley  respectively 
were  operated  by  retail  butchers  for  their  own  individual  require¬ 
ments.  The  Construction  Regulations  have  been  operative  since 
the  1st  April,  1961,  and  compliance  with  these  Regulations  has  been 
maintained  ;  for  this  purpose  14  inspections  were  made. 


IVleat  and  Food  Inspection 

No  less  than  682  visits  were  paid  by  your  inspectors  to  the 
slaughterhouses  for  the  inspection  of  meat  to  ensure  its  fitness  for 
human  consumption,  and  this  involved  the  physical  examination  of 
5,946  carcases  and  their  respective  organs. 

The  inspection  table  which  follows  shows  the  complete  absence 
once  again  of  bovine  T.B.,  and  the  presence  of  T.B.  in  the  organs  of 
pigs  was  again  very  low.  Cysticercus  Bovis  was  found  in  the  hearts 
of  2  bovine  animals  only,  but  other  parasitic  infestations  once  again 
accounted  for  most  of  the  other  organs  condemned.  The  beast 
carcase  condemned  was  a  casualty  animal  found  unfit  due  to 
extensive  and  severe  bruising  ;  the  calf  carcase  was  immature  ' 
and  3  sheep  were  condemned  for  anaemia  and  2  sheep  for  septi¬ 
caemia.  It  is  estimated  that  the  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal 
condemned  was  1|  tons. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFEAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

Exclu¬ 

ding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

689 

— 

16 

3980 

1261 

— 

Number  inspected 

689 

— 

16 

3980 

1261 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

-  ■  - 

1 

5 

- - 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

97 

— ■ 

— 

115 

115 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci  .  . 

14.2 

6.3 

3.0 

9.1 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  .  . 

_ 

_ 

22 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

. 

— 

1.7 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  .  . 

2 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigeration 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  other  foods 
inspected,  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  satisfactorily 
disposed  of  ;  54  visits  were  involved. 


cwt. 

Ihs. 

Canned  Meats 

1 

6 

Canned  Fish 

1 

30 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

.  . 

67 

Other  Foods 

•  • 

69 

Total 

o 

.  .  o 

60 

Foreign  Bodies  in  Food 

11  incidents  involving  the  presence  of  foreign  bodies  in  food 
were  investigated,  and  in  4  cases  proceedings  were  taken  by  the 
Staffordshire  County  Council,  who  are  the  Food  and  Drugs  Author¬ 
ity  for  this  district.  Total  fines  of  £50  with  15  gns.  costs  were 
imposed. 


Food  Sampling 


The  Staffordshire  County  Council  have  provided  the  following 


information  of  foods  sampled  in  this  district. 

Milk  Samples — Untreated 

2 

Pasteurised 

/ 

Pasteurised 

(Channel  Island) 

1 

Sterilised  .  . 

8 

Total  .  . 

24  all  genuine 

General  Foods— 

No.  of  samples  taken.  . 

35 

No.  of  samples  genuine 

31 

No.  of  samples  adulterated 

4 

In  only  one  instance  were  proceedings  instituted  in  respect  of 
adulteration.  The  following  classification  indicates  the  range  of 
general  foods  covered  by  sampling. 
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Apples. 

Baking  Powder. 

Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce. 

Bread. 

Butterscotch  Flavour  Biscuits. 
Chopped  Ham  with  Pork. 
Corned  Beef. 

Cough  Sweets. 

Essence  of  Coffee  and  Dande¬ 
lion. 

Fish  Fingers. 

Frozen  Peas. 

Ginger  Beer. 

Ground  Cinnamon. 

Ground  White  Pepper. 


Lemon  Curd. 

Luncheon  Meat 
Magic  Rice. 

Milk  Roll. 

Pineapple  and  Orange  Fruit 
Juice. 

Pork  Sausage. 

Savoury  Cheese  Puffs. 

Self  Raising  Flour. 

Shredded  Beef  Suet. 

Starch  Reduced  Rolls. 
Tomatoes. 

\dnegar. 

White  Peppercorns. 


Ice  Cream 

107  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955,  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  a  number  of  mobile 
vehicles  based  in  adjacent  districts  also  operate  in  this  area. 
67  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  sampling  and  a  total  of  63 
samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  following 
table  indicates  very  few  unsatisfactory  samples. 


GRADES 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

59 

2 

1 

1 

63 

Mobile  vehicles  in  which  soft  ice  cream  is  reconstituted  and  sold 
still  present  a  difficult  problem  of  control  and  will  continue  to  do 
so  until  adequate  powers  of  registration  are  made  in  the  same  way 
as  we  require  registration  of  static  premises  which  keep  and  sell 
ice  cream.  Nevertheless  with  only  2  samples  falling  into  grades 
3  and  4,  the  record  over  the  year  was  better  than  the  previous  one. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  samples  in  relation  to  the 
various  manufacturers,  and  in  interpretating  these  results  the 
recommendations  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  should  be 
borne  in  mind.  50%  of  the  vendor’s  samples  should  fall  into  grade 
1,  80%  into  grades  1  or  2,  not  more  than  20%  into  grade  3  and 
none  into  grade  4. 
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Manufac¬ 

turer 

No.  of  Retailers 
selling  in  this 
area 

Grade 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

“A” 

20 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

39 

18 

— 

— 

— 

18 

41 

17 

1 

— 

— 

18 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

“E” 

5 

d 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Mobile  ^'ans 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

“G” 

Mobile  \'ans 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Mobile  Vans 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

‘'I” 

Mobile  \Mns 

2 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Mobile  AMns 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

“K” 

Mobile  AMns 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Mobile  AMns 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

107 

59 

2 

1 

1 

63 

IVSilk  Supply 

With  the  closing  down  of  the  only  dairy  premises  registered 
with  the  Council  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  all  dairy 
premises  within  the  district  by  the  end  of  the  year  were  dairy  farms 
registered  b}'"  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Milk  sampling  is  carried  out  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council 
Health  Inspectors,  who  during  the  year  took  the  following  111 
samples  from  within  this  district. 

Untreated  (farm  bottled)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Pasteurised  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  69 

Sterilised  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3d 

The  fact  that  onl}^  one  sample  failed  this  test,  a  pasteurised 
milk  failing  the  methylene  blue  test,  indicates  that  milk  supplies 
being  distributed  throughout  the  area  are  very  satisfactory. 


ACTION  UNDER  THE  CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL 

OF  DEVELOPiVIENT  ACT,  1960 


Substantial  progress  was  made  throughout  the  year  with  the 
policy  of  reducing  the  number  of  caravan  sites  to  a  limited  number 
of  medium  and  larger  sites  with  higher  standards  of  health  and 
amenity.  1 1  Discontinuance  Orders  involving  66  caravans  became 
operative  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  these  involved  the  closing 
of  sites  which  were  situated  in  the  green  belt,  most  of  them  around 
National  Trust  land  and  in  areas  scheduled  as  of  high  landscape 
value.  All  caravans  displaced  by  this  action  were  offered  alter¬ 
native  sites,  either  on  the  Council’s  site  at  Hinksford  or  on  a 
privately  operated  site  just  outside  the  district.  This  gave  a  choice 
between  the  more  costly  individual  facilities  proAuded  at  Hinksford 
or  the  cheaper  communal  facilities  upon  the  private  holiday  site. 

It  was  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  that  the  completion  of  the 
first  phase  of  the  Council’s  Hinksford  site  was  at  last  accomplished. 
It  would  be  hard  to  hnd  a  better  example  to  prove  the  value  of 
“  selective  tendering  ”  over  the  more  conventional  “  lowest 
tender  ”  method  than  this  particular  contract.  However,  late  as 
it  was,  it  was  none  the  less  pleasing  to  see  68  families  living  in 
caravans  and  enjoying  the  sort  of  modern  living  conditions  that 
ought  always  to  be  available  for  those  who  wish  to  follow  this  way 
of  life.  Each  individual  family  is  provided  with  its  own  separate 
W.C.  and  bath  in  a  bathroom  complete  with  electric  heater,  a  sink 
and  electric  power  point  in  a  combined  laundry  and  storeroom,  and 
a  domestic  hot  water  system  from  an  immersion  heater  to  supply 
both  bath  and  sink.. 

The  only  complaint  that  can  be  made,  and  unfortunately  a 
most  serious  one,  concerns  the  offensive  and  filthy  condition  of  the 
Smestow  Brook  which  runs  alongside  the  perimeter  of  the  site. 
For  an  average  of  3  days  in  every  week  sewage  cascades  down  the 
hillside  opposite  the  site  and  discharges  without  proper  treatment 
into  the  brook.  This  sewage  is  piped  from  Dudley  to  various  areas 
around  Swindon  under  the  provisions  of  the  Dudley  Sewage  Act, 
1879,  for  land  irrigation  treatment  upon  a  number  of  farms. 
This  was  undoubtedly  of  great  benefit  to  the  farmers  in  1879  when 
sewage  was  probably  the  only  form  of  fertiliser,  and  when  the 
quantity  discharged  would  bear  some  reasonable  relationship  to  the 
land  available  for  its  distribution. 

Now  however,  some  85  years  later,  the  nature  of  the  sewage 
has  so  changed  that  far  from  being  a  valuable  fertiliser,  it  is  viewed 
by  some  as  a  destructive  agent  to  be  kept  off  good  growing  land,  to 
be  permitted  for  irrigation  only  on  limited  poor  areas,  and  to  be 
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discharged  into  the  nearest  ditch  or  brook  at  the  earliest  oppor¬ 
tunity-  Not  only  has  the  sewage  changed  in  nature  but  what  is 
equally  important,  in  volume,  and  it  is  reputed  that  the  daih* 
discharge  of  sewage  now  being  “  treated  "  at  Swindon  is  more  than 
three  quarters  of  a  million  gallons. 

Residents  at  Hinksford  Caravan  Site  have  suffered  this  serious 
nuisance  for  a  number  of  years,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  newly 
formed  Upper  Stour  Main  Drainage  Authority  will  give  earlv 
consideration  to  the  replacement  of  this  decadent  form  of  sewage 
disposal  by  more  modern  and  satisfactory  methods. 

My  reference  to  the  Council’s  caravan  site  at  Hinksford  would 
be  incomplete  if  I  did  not  make  mention  of  the  outstanding  work 
performed  there  by  your  resident  Site  Warden,  Mr.  J.  D.  Westwood, 
since  his  appointment  to  the  post  in  August.  In  the  operation  of 
his  duties  he  has  not  only  proved  his  value  to  the  Council,  but  also 
become  the  accepted  friend  and  advisor  to  the  many  residents  there  ; 
this  is  not  an  easy  combination  to  achieve. 


Particulars  of  licensed  sites  in  use  throughout  the  district  by 
the  end  of  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Privately  operated  sites 

Silver  Poplars,  Kingswood 
White  Harte,  Kinver 
Pendeford  Hall,  Pendeford 


21 

27 

66 


caravans 


Cowncif  Operated  Sites 

Hinksford  Caravan  Site  .  .  .  .  77 


Private  Sites  Licensed  for  Special  Purposes 

11  Sites  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 


216  visits  were  made  to  caravan  sites  during  the  year  and  144 
visits  to  individual  caravans.  The  illegal  siting  of  itinerant 
caravans  entailed  69  inspections  of  land,  and  considerable  nuisance 
was  caused  by  the  excessive  amounts  of  rubbish  left  behind  when 
such  caravans  were  moved  on.  It  is  particularly  regrettable  that 
it  appears  to  be  so  impracticable  to  get  these  offenders  to  Court 
under  the  Litter  Act. 


During  the  year  proceedings  were  taken  under  the  Caravan 
Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  in  respect  of  the 
continued  use  of  a  parcel  of  land  as  a  caravan  site  without  licence. 
As  this  was  the  fourth  conviction,  the  maximum  fine  of  £250  was 
imposed.  Even  this  had  still  not  achieved  the  removal  of  the 
two  caravans  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
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ACTION  UI^OER  OTHER  ACTS 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

The  Act  is  designed  to  make  provision  for  securing  the  health, 
safety  and  welfare  of  persons  employed  to  work  in  offices,  shops 
and  railway  premises  ;  but  the  Councirs  responsibilities  are  mainly 
for  offices  and  shops  not  contained  in  factories. 

During  1965  a  steady  rate  of  general  inspection  has  been  carried 
out,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  only  79  registered  premises  remained 
unvisited.  These  will  be  completed  during  1966. 

It  was  found  during  inspections  that  a  number  of  small  shops 
had  registered  unnecessarily  as  the  only  employees  were  immediate 
relatives.  Failure  to  apply  at  least  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
to  such  premises  has  puzzled  both  inspectorate  and  employers 
alike.  Is  the  safety  and  health  of  the  employees  so  less  important 
where  they  happen  to  be  members  of  the  employers  family  ? 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


(1) 

Class  of  premises. 

(2) 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year. 

(3) 

Total 
number  of 
premises 
at  end  of 
year. 

(4) 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 
a  general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices 

2 

33 

21 

Retail  Shops 

11 

112 

63 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

— 

3 

2 

public,  canteens  .  . 

4 

45 

12 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTALS 

17 

193 

98 

Number  of  Visits  of  all  Rinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises 

208 
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Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 

(1) 

No.  of 
Persons 
Emnloyed 
(2) 

Offices 

490 

Retail  Shops .  . 

369 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

9 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

281 

Canteens 

12 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Nil 

Total  .  . 

1161 

Total  Males  .  . 

528 

Total  Females 

633 

Exemptions— Nil. 


Prosecutions — Nil. 


Analysis  of  Contra¥entions  (98  premises  inspected) 

Section  4 — Cleanliness.  21  premises  were  found  to  be  in  need  of 
redecoration  in  some  part  of  the  premises. 

Section  5 — Overcrowding.  Two  small  office  rooms  will  become 
overcrowded  when  the  standards  of  Sub  Section  (2)  take 
effect  in  1967,  and  due  warning  was  given. 

Section  6 — Temperature.  The  main  contravention  here  was  the 
failure  to  have  a  thermometer  available,  and  no  less  than  47 
premises  were  found  to  be  without  a  suitable  thermometer. 
The  heating  in  food  shops  was  not  a  particular  problem  ;  where 
the  temperature  of  the  shop  was  below  the  required  standard, 
adequate  alternative  heating  facilities  were  available  for  staff. 

Section  7 — Ventilation.  In  11  premises  improved  means  of 
ventilation  was  necessary. 
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Section  8 — Lighting.  There  were  7  instances  of  rooms  being 
inadequately  lighted.  The  provision  of  legal  standards 
would  be  helpful  here  in  ensuring  a  uniformity  of  action. 
In  the  absence  of  such  standards  difficulties  of  interpretation 
will  be  inevitable. 

The  standards  recommended  by  the  Illuminating  Engineering 
Society  have  been  used  as  a  guide  to  the  interpretation  of  light 
meter  readings. 

Section  9— Sanitary  Conveniences.  4  premises  will  require 
additional  sanitary  accommodation  in  1966  when  the  Sanitary 
Conveniences  Regulations,  1964,  become  operative  ;  and  six 
premises  had  defective  sanitary  conveniences. 

Section  10 — Washing  Facilities.  7  premises  will  require  additional 
washing  facilities  in  1966  when  the  Washing  Facilities  Regula¬ 
tions,  1964,  become  operative  ;  and  15  premises  had  defective 
or  deficient  facilities. 

Section  11— Drinking  Water.  No  premises  were  found  to  be  with¬ 
out  a  supply  of  wholesome  drinking  water. 

Section  12— Accommodation  for  Clothing.  In  32  premises  it  was 
found  that  accommodation  for  clothing  was  inadequate  ; 
mainly  because  there  were  no  satisfactory  arrangements  for 
the  drying  of  wet  outdoor  clothing.  In  all  small  establishments 
the  provision  of  coat-hangers  in  a  situation  where  wet  clothing 
can  dry  out  was  all  that  was  called  for. 

In  one  large  block  of  offices  it  was  found  that  the  employees 
preferred  to  have  their  outdoor  clothing  hung  up  near  to  or 
within  their  own  offices  ;  and  this  rather  negatived  our 
attempt  for  the  provision  of  a  special  heated  cloakroom. 

Section  13— Sitting  Facilities.  3  shop  premises  were  found  to  be 
without  an  adequate  number  of  seats  for  the  shop  workers. 

Section  15 — Eating  Facilities.  1  shop  premises  had  no  suitable 
facilities  for  the  employees  to  eat  their  meals  on  the  premises. 

Section  16 — Floors,  Passages  and  Stairs.  Defective  conditions 
which  were  considered  to  prejudice  the  safety  of  persons 
employed  were  found  to  exist  in  14  premises.  The  main 
defect  was  badly  worn  floor  coverings. 

Section  17— Fencing  of  Exposed  Parts  of  Machinery.  Whilst 
particular  attention  was  directed  to  the  new  provisions  in 
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respect  of  dangerous  machinery,  inspection  was  restricted  to  a 
mainly  exploratory  examination  of  the  problem.  Almost 
all  the  dangerous  machinery  encountered  involved  machines 
for  food  preparation,  and  we  were  concerned  that  the  provision 
of  suitable  safety  guards  should  not  present  other  problems 
from  the  h3^gienic  point  of  view. 

The  revised  circular  from  the  Ministrv  of  Labour  on  the 
“  Guarding  of  Food  Slicing  Machines  ”  will  be  a  useful  guide 
to  this  problem,  and  it  is  intended  that  special  attention  should 
be  directed  to  the  requirements  of  this  Section  in  1966. 

Section  24 — First  Aid  Provisions.  The  absence  of  adequate  first- 
aid  boxes  was  the  commonest  single  contravention  found, 
and  59  premises  were  failing  in  this  respect.  Those  few 
premises  that  had  first-aid  boxes  were  most  inadequate  in 
contents. 

Section  48 — Notification  of  Accidents.  Only  one  accident  was 
reported  in  the  year  and  this  involved  an  elderly  male  cleaner 
in  a  hotel,  who  injured  his  leg  by  tripping  over  a  broom  which 
had  been  carelessly  placed  in  the  narrow  space  behind  the  bar 
counter.  A  contributorv  factor  mav  well  have  been  the  worn 

■j  V- 

linoleum  on  the  floor  behind  the  bar,  which  was  promptly 
renewed  upon  request  after  the  accident. 

Factories  Act,  196t 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 

Premises 

In¬ 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prose¬ 

cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

9 

22 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority.  . 

92 

135 

27 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers'  prem¬ 
ises) 

TOTAL  .  . 

101 

157 

27 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose¬ 
cutions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

By  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  (S.7.) 

(a)  insufficient  .  . 

1 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

27 

14 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

28 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Part  VI SI  of  the  Act 
Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

‘ 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
133  (1)  (c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 
(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 
(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

i  Wearing 
Apparel  : 
Making,  etc. 

1 

.  -r  1 

The  Making 
j  of  Boxes, 

1  etc. 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

----- 

TOTAL  .  . 

i 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  Inspections  :  3. 
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Shops  Act,  1950 

There  are  214  shop  premises  within  the  district.  Most  visits 
were  made  in  conjunction  with  inspections  under  other  Acts  and 
Regulations,  but  15  visits  were  specifically  made  for  the  purpose 
of  the  Shops  Act  Hours  of  Closing.  Although  the  vexed  question 
of  Sunday  trading  is  still  with  us,  no  further  complaints  were 
received  during  the  year  following  the  proceedings  which  were  taken 
at  the  end  of  1964. 

Petroleum  Oonsofidation  Act,  1928 

94  premises  are  licensed  under  this  Act  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit.  22  of  these  are  public  filling  stations  and  72  are 
private  installations. 

Conditions  of  licence  are  based  on  the  Home  Office  Model  Code, 
with  additional  conditions  to  govern  the  use  of  petroilers.  These 
conditions  are  designed  to  protect  those  who  come  into  close 
contact  with  highly  inflammable  substances,  and  the  small  number 
of  incidents  that  occur  would  seem  to  fully  justify  what  sometimes 
may  appear  to  be  stringent  requirements. 

A  total  of  199  inspections  were  made  under  this  Act  and  the 


following  works  effected. 

Tanks  and  Pipelines  tested  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Vent  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Fire  Equipment  made  up  to  scale  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Safety  Warning  Notices  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Electrical  Equipment  checked  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 


Meetings  of  the  Midlands  Petroleum  Acts  Administration 
Group  were  attended  whenever  possible  and  all  efforts  made  to  try 
and  ensure  a  uniformity  of  administration  of  the  Petroleum  Act. 

Theatres  Act,  1843 

Annual  licences  are  issued  under  this  Act  for  the  public 
performance  of  stage  plays  at  certain  village  halls  and  schools. 
Conditions  are  imposed  for  the  general  safety  of  members  of  the 
public  who  attend  these  performances.  They  control  the  maximum 
numbers  to  be  admitted,  the  arrangements  for  seating  and  gangway's 
the  adequacy  of  exits  and  the  emergenc}^  lighting  of  these,  the 
provision  of  satisfactory  fire  fighting  appliances  and  the  fire  proofing 
of  stage  materials,  and  other  general  matters  in  the  interests  of 
public  safety.  A  close  liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Fire  Preven¬ 
tion  Officers  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council,  and  their  advice 
and  recommendations  are  strictly  adhered  to. 

6  halls  were  licensed  during  the  3^ear  and  22  inspections  made 
to  ensure  that  their  conditions  were  full}'  complied  with. 
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Freventson  of  damage  by  Rests  Act,  1949 

Treatments  for  the  eradication  of  rats  and  mice  at  dwellings 
are  carried  out  free  of  charge  ;  business  premises  are  charged  on  a 
time  and  materials  basis.  The  following  tables  shows  the  work 
carried  out  by  your  Rodent  Operative  in  1965. 


Summary  of 
Treatments 

Local 

Authority 

Properties 

Dwellings 

including 

Council 

Houses 

Business 

Premises 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

Premises 

Total 

No.  of  Properties  In¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of 
{a)  Notification 

201 

24 

7 

232 

{b)  Survey  under 
the  1949  Act 

9 

147 

6 

— 

162 

No.  of  Properties  In¬ 
spected  which  were 
found  to  be  Infested 
by  : 

Major  (over  20) 

T.  V  CX  Cv.; 

Minor 

9 

197 

21 

7 

234 

Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

— 

35 

3 

— 

38 

No.  of  Properties 
Treated 

9 

225 

24 

7 

265 

Total  Treatments  car¬ 
ried  out  .  . 

91 

231 

27 

7 

356 

Sewer  Treatments 

As  no  “  takes  ”  had  been  experienced  over  a  number  of  years 
in  the  annual  10%  test  baiting  of  sewers,  it  was  agreed  with  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  that  no  test  baiting 
should  be  carried  out  in  1965. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act,  1963 

This  Act  is  designed  to  regulate  the  keeping  of  boarding 
establishments  for  animals  and  to  ensure  that  the  animals  are 
housed  and  cared  for  satisfactorily  and  that  precautions  are  taken 
to  prevent  the  spreading  of  diseases.  There  are  6  licensed  establish¬ 
ments  in  the  district  and  16  inspections  were  made. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  licensed  pet  shops  in  the  district. 
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PUBLIC  OLEANSir^G 


(I  am  indebted  to  my  Deputy  Cleansing  Superintendent,  Mr. 
G.  Draycott,  for  his  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  section 
of  the  report.) 

Staffing 

Establishment— ^1965  (1964  figures  shown  in  brackets  following) 


Refuse  Collectors,  including  Reliefs  .  .  .  .  38  (38) 

Pan  Emptying  Team  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  (3) 

Cesspool  Emptying  Team  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  (2) 

Tip  Attendant  . .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  1  (1) 

Litter  Clearance/Salvage  Baling  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  (1) 

Cleansing  Foreman  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  1  (1) 

Vehicle  Mechanics  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  ■  3  (2) 

Rodent  Operative  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  1  (1) 

Depot  Attendant  .  .  .  •  ■  •  •  •  1  ( — ) 
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The  three  increases  in  establishment  were  a  full  time  litter 
patrolman,  a  depot  attendant,  and  an  assistant  mechanic.  It  was 
not  at  all  times  possible  to  maintain  this  establishment  because  of 
the  difficulty  in  this  district  of  recruiting  and  retaining  suitable 
employees  and  because  of  the  prevalence  of  a  high  sickness  rate  and 
a  high  absentee  rate. 


1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Sickness  Rate 

•  • 

6.6% 

5.1% 

6.6% 

n  Qo/ 

O.Vf  /Q 

Absentee  Rate  .  . 

«  * 

0.5% 

0.8% 

1.2% 

9  OC' 

/Q 

The  labour  turnover  nevertheless  showed  a  welcome  reduction 
over  the  previous  year,  no  doubt  assisted  by  the  improvements 
made  to  bonus  rates.  The  average  length  of  employees  service 
with  the  Council  has  dropped  to  8  years,  but  14  men  have  over 
10  years  service  and  4  men  over  20  years  service — (this  would 
have  been  5  but  for  the  early  retirement  on  health  grounds  and 
subsequent  death  of  a  loyal  and  reliable  employee  during  the 
year).  The  new  appointments  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the 
average  age  of  workmen  from  46  to  44  years. 

Apart  from  protective  clothing  issues  the  men’s  welfare  was 
taken  into  account  in  the  design  of  the  new  depot  which  was 
opened  in  April  and  contains  a  large  mess  room,  muster  room  with 
individual  clothes  lockers,  showers  and  ablutions,  ample  car  and 
cycle  parking. 


Work  Study 

Since  the  end  of  1961,  incentive  bonus  schemes  based  on 
work  study  have  been  applied  to  all  manual  employees  and  have 
been  maintained  by  the  staff  of  the  department.  The  table  that 
follows  shows  the  substantial  financial  advantage  to  both  rate¬ 
payers  and  employees  :  in  short  there  has  been  over  the  past  four 
years  a  reduction  of  28%  on  unit  costs  taken  as  a  whole,  but  at  the 
same  time  an  increase  in  the  average  employee’s  pay  of  44%  and 
without  the  help  of  much  overtime  working.  Both  time  study 
and  method  study  have  had  considerable  influence  on  the  costs 
of  the  cleansing  services. 

Work  study  has  been  the  means  of  retaining  workmen  who 
would  otherwise  be  attracted  to  the  long  hours  with  high  earnings 
common  in  local  industry,  and  it  has  also  provided  data  which  is 
used  for  the  careful  control  of  the  services  particularly  in  re¬ 
organising  for  the  shorter  working  week  and  for  the  alterations 
necessary  in  the  impending  boundary  changes. 


Effects  of  Work  Study  on  Services 


Reference 

Period 

May  1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Team-work  output 

100 

145 

151 

158 

161 

Wages  of  team  members  plus  bonus  100 

118 

130 

135 

144 

Productivity 

100 

167 

172 

179 

181 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Amount  paid  in  bonus 

0,416 

6,166 

6,729 

7,759 

Estimated  financial  benefit  to  Council 

Gross — based  on  reduced 

unit 

labour  costs 

.  .  10,445 

12,921 

15,306 

15,963 

Cost  of  introduction  and 

main- 

tenance 

1,381 

1,438 

1,441 

1,491 

Nett  benefit 

9,064 

11,483 

13,865 

14,472 

Refuse  Storage  Arrangements 

As  from  April,  the  Council  resolved  to  renew  defective  dust¬ 
bins  at  all  domestic  premises  on  the  scale  of  one  per  premises, 
subject  to  fair  v/ear  and  tear,  making  the  cost  a  direct  charge 
on  the  general  rate  fund.  By  this  means,  there  has  already  been 
an  improvement  in  the  standard  of  receptacles  in  use  throughout 
the  district  and  this  has  been  achieved  without  any  increase  in 
administrative  work.  It  has  also  been  possible  to  make  more 
extensive  trial  of  the  new  receptacles  on  the  market,  i.e.,  the  high 
density  polythene  bin  and  the  paper  sack. 
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By  means  of  bulk  buying  the  Council  are  able  to  provide  the 
right  quality  dustbin  for  a  much  lower  cost  than  if  the  householder 
bought  retail,  and  twelve  year’s  experience  of  a  voluntary  dustbin 
provision  scheme  using  a  fixed  annual  charge  on  the  property  has 
shown  very  few  instances  of  misuse  because  the  dustbin  was  not 
the  householder’s  own  property.  During  the  first  year  of  operation 
of  the  general  rate  fund  scheme,  766  new  dustbins  have  been 
provided  (447  of  these  were  at  Council  owned  premises)  for  a  cost 
of  less  than  ^d.  rate,  although  this  does  not  cover  the  administra¬ 
tion  or  delivery  charges. 


Owing  to  the  high  capital  costs  involved  it  was  not  possible 
during  the  year  to  progress  further  with  the  project  of  large 
capacity  demountable  containers  for  schools,  factories  and  large 
commercial  premises.  Trials  with  the  new  plastic  dustbins  and 
with  paper  sacks  proved  encouraging,  and  their  possible  effects 
on  labour  saving  shown  in  the  following  tables  just  cannot  be 
ignored. 


Agreement  was  reached  in  the  year  with  two  private  estate 
developers  to  provide  paper  sack  stands  initially  at  their  new 
properties.  Both  estates  adjoined  the  Council  estate  used  as  the 
first  pilot  scheme,  but  newly  designed  stands  were  chosen  for  these 
later  developments  to  give  a  free-standing  fully  protected  holder 
with  rubber  lid  and  wide  mouth  at  a  convenient  height,  capable 
of  taking  a  3  cu.  ft.  sack.  The  sack  used,  being  of  single  pty  is 
cheap  yet  satisfactory  under  all  weather  conditions  if  properly  used. 
Except  for  the  first  cold  spell  of  Autumn,  instances  of  sack  damage 
due  to  hot  ashes  have  been  rare,  but  the  inclusion  of  sharp  objects 
and  the  pressing  in  of  large  objects  have  accounted  for  failures  in 
2 — 3%  of  sacks. 

The  over-riding  conclusion  in  respect  of  these  pilot  schemes, 
however,  must  be  that  this  is  a  much  more  hygienic  and  quieter 
method  of  collection  which  most  tenants  appreciate.  The  actual 
time  taken  to  clear  the  estate  where  carries  are  long  and  awkward 
has  been  reduced  by  just  half.  This  makes  it  no  more  expensive 
than  collection  by  dustbins  and,  allowing  for  rising  wage  rates,  in 
the  future  there  should  develop  an  increasing  economy,  as  indicated 
in  the  following  table. 


Economies  of  Paper  Sack  Collection 

Figures  based  on  experience  of  paper  sacks  in  the  pilot  schemes 
in  areas  involving  long  carries. 
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Average  cost  of 
emptying 
conventional 
S.R.D.C.  Dustbin 

Cost  of  emptying 
Dustbin  from 
premises  with 
long  carries. 

Cost  of  collecting 
Paper  Sack 
from  Premises 
with  long  carries 

1964/5 

Actual 

1967/8 

Est’d. 

1964/5 

Actual 

1967/8 

Est’d. 

1964/5 

Actual 

1967/8 

Est’d. 

Labour  (inc.  driver) 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

gross 

Transport  and  equip- 

8f 

9f 

10 

11 

6 

ment 

"4 

91 

*^4 

24 

Disposal  Cost 

4 

i 

1 

4 

i 

4 

4 

Administration 

i 

i 

3 

4 

i 

I 

Paper  Sack  .  . 

— 

4 

A  1 

^4 

1  0 

1  1^ 

1  U 

1  2| 

1  14 

1  24 

Refuse  Collection 

Although  the  district  is  not  split  into  set  days  for  dustbin 
collection  a  weekly  service  is  provided  from  the  rear  of  all  premises 
within  the  rural  district.  This  frequency  was  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  year  with  the  exception  of  the  bank  holiday  periods  and 
one  week  of  snow  during  March.  Because  so  many  new  properties 
have  side  garages  which  block  access  to  refuse  when  they  are 
occupied  or  locked  up  and  because  so  many  householders  are  not 
at  home  during  the  working  day,  any  departure  from  the  normal 
day  of  collection  causes  disturbance  to  the  tenant  and  delays  refuse 
collectors.  Another  difficulty  is  the  growing  practice  of  htting 
glass  panels  in  side  or  garage  doors  but  omitting  to  provide  a 
fastener  for  the  door  to  stay  in  the  open  position — this  increases 
likelihood  of  damage  when  wheeling  out  bins  during  high  winds. 

A  free  collection  service  was  available  throughout  the  year  for 
the  collection  of  bulky  articles  of  a  domestic  nature,  too  large  to  be 
placed  in  the  dustbin.  240  special  collections  were  made  of 
articles  varying  between  mattresses  and  pianos.  A  charge  was 
made  where  whole  house  clearances  were  carried  out  and  for  the 
removal  of  greenhouses,  earth  banks,  rubble,  old  cars,  garden  and 
builders  refuse.  Trade  refuse  bins  and  bins  collected  more  than 
once  per  week  were  charged  for  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  per  bin 
per  emptying.  A  regular,  separate  collection  of  wastepaper  was 
made  from  shops  without  charge. 

The  great  increase  in  the  bulkiness  of  present  day  refuse  has 
made  obsolete  refuse  vehicles  purchased  only  8 — 9  years  ago  and 
at  the  time  quite  suitable  for  certain  rounds.  These  side  loaders 
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still  serve  a  purpose  for  litter  and  special  collections,  dustbin  delivery 
etc.  Even  the  gravity  packing  and  older  compression  type  vehicles 
find  difficulty  in  taking  away  all  the  refuse  now  produced  on  their 
rounds.  The  new  continuous  loaders  have  by  means  of  their 
greater  compression  given  good  pay-loads  and  contributed  consider¬ 
ably  towards  increased  productivity.  The  average  vehicle  age  of 
refuse  vehicles  remained  at  5^  years. 


Weight  of  Dry  Refuse  Collected  (Estimated  from  Test  Weighings) 


Feb., 

1963 

Aug., 

1963 

March, 

1964 

Jan. 

1965 

Nov. 

1965 

Average  weight  of  dustbin 
contents 

Weekly  tonnage  of  house  refuse 
collected  (seasonal) 

33.0 

lbs. 

250  tons 

19.0 

lbs. 

150  tons 

31.4 

lbs. 

250  tons 

23.2 

lbs. 

280  tons 

30.5 

lbs. 

260  tons 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Annual  weight  of  house  refuse 
collected. 

12,127 

tons 

12,168 

tons 

12,220 

tons 

12,722 

tons 

12,898 

tons 

Annual  weight  of  house  and 
trade  refuse  disposed  of 

12,431 

tons 

13,387 

tons 

14,138 

tons 

15,138 

tons 

16,583 

tons 

Density  of  house  refuse  per 
1,000  pop.  per  day 

17.5 

cwts. 

17.5 

cwts. 

17.2 

cwts. 

17.1 

cwts. 

17.1 

cwts. 

Average  weight  (including 
bulky  refuse)  produced  by 
each  householder  each  week 

43  lbs. 

41  lbs. 

41  lbs. 

42  lbs. 

41  lbs. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  last  table  shows  how  the  weight  of  refuse  disposed  of  at 
the  one  central  tipping  site  at  Botterham  has  increased  by  one- 
third  in  the  past  four  years — the  volume  of  material  has  shown  an 
even  greater  escalation.  Much  of  this  increase  is  due  to  the  increas¬ 
ing  use  of  the  tip  by  local  industry.  Nevertheless,  only  one  man  is 
employed  in  disposal,  plus  a  very  effective  tractor,  and  this  gives 
the  community  a  careful!}'  controlled  method  of  disposal  at  very 
low  cost. 


However,  with  this  amount  of  refuse  arriving  each  day,  any 
mechanical  breakdown  of  the  tractor  soon  results  in  chaos  unless 
there  is  immediate  hire  of  a  suitable  alternative  machine.  Final 
levels  are  now  being  reached  but  future  tipping  space  is  amply 
provided  for  at  the  site  now  owned  at  Seisdon. 
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Pan  Closet  Emptying. 

Premises  rising  this  form  of  sanitation  have  been  reduced 
from  770  in  1054  to  500  in  1961  and  to  287  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  collection  now  occupies  a  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  for  only 
half  of  the  week.  The  disposal  arrangements  for  this  costly  and 
objectionable  but  very  necessary  service  were  at  Wombourn 
sewage  works. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Because  of  high  rainfall  and  delay  in  completion  of  sewage 
scheme  extensions,  the  pressure  on  this  service  eased  only  slightly 
in  1065,  but  enough  to  keep  down  the  interval  between  request  and 
emptying  to  less  than  7  days.  Cesspools  are  emptied  free  of  charge, 
except  the  few  still  on  the  line  of  a  sewer.  A  start  was  made  at  a 
few  properties  to  provide  a  service  at  a  regular  fixed  interval. 

New  materials  for  cesspool  emptying  hose  have  been  used  with 
advantage  and  the  new  vehicle  has  been  a  boon  by  reason  of  its 
reliability.  Disposal  was  into  sewage  works  at  Wombourn, 
Bilbrook  and  Kinver. 

Five  local  factories  have  made  use  of  the  service  for  cleaning 
sludge  from  effluent  tanks  and  other  rechargeable  work  has  been 
carried  out  when  opportunity  permitted. 

Litter  Glearanee 

178  litter  baskets  were  sited  over  the  district  in  1965  and 
anti-litter  propaganda  was  distributed  to  schools  and  Parish 
Councils  and  posters  were  displayed  in  prominent  positions.  But 
these  measures  together  with  weekly  refuse  collection,  free  bulky 
refuse  collection  and  availability  of  the  refuse  tip  for  residents  were 
insufficient  to  prevent  untidiness  in  built-up  areas  and  indis¬ 
criminate  dumping  in  the  countryside. 

The  standing  arrangements  for  tidying  up  badly  littered  areas 
at  week-ends  continued  throught  the  year.  In  addition  a  pedes¬ 
trian  operated  suction  machine  was  purchased  for  cleaning  up  of 
heavily  littered  footways  and  shopping  areas.  Mobility  for  the 
machine  was  provided  by  a  specially  built  carrying  trailer  and 
accommodation  for  deposit  of  litter  collected  was  provided  in  the 
3  cu.  yd.  body  of  a  light  towing  vehicle.  With  “  Litter  Patrol  ” 
marked  prominently  on  each  side,  this  vehicle  proved  particularly 
useful  and  economical  for  the  emptying  of  litter  baskets  and 
cleaning  up  of  roadside  verges. 
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With  some  assistance  from  the  police,  action  was  taken  on 
derelict  and  abandoned  cars.  Where  these  could  not  be  collected 
by  scrap  metal  dealers,  they  were  carefully  buried  in  the  refuse  tip. 
For  the  open  commons,  a  litter  basket  was  designed  of  large  capa¬ 
city  and  made  of  wood  to  fit  harmoniously  into  the  surroundings  ; 
prototypes  were  made  by  the  Councihs  carpenters  and  put  out  onto 
Highgate  Common. 

Salvage 

Wastepaper  baling  provides  suitable  work  for  a  relief  refuse 
collector  and  enables  the  Council  to  recover  the  cost  of  his  wages 
when  not  required  to  work  on  a  round  but  having  only  a  hand 
baling  press,  and  pa3ung  refuse  collector’s  wages  precludes  an}^ 
chances  of  high  profit.  The  small  quantity  of  baling  undertaken 
confirms  the  infrequency  of  occasions  when  a  relief  man  was  not 
needed  to  make  up  teams,  and  reflects  the  persistently  high  sickness 
and  absenteeism.  Under  these  conditions,  only  fibreboard  collected 
from  shops,  being  the  highest  paid  grade,  was  baled  ;  24  tons 
9  cwts.  1  qtr.  were  sold  to  the  mills  for  £250  14s.  lOd. 

Public  Oonveuiences 

Eight  unattended  public  conveniences  were  cleaned  by  part- 
time  labour.  Damage  to  fittings  and  misuse  discouraged  efforts 
to  achieve  a  constantly  high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  vandalism 
destroyed  attempts  at  frost  proofing. 

Vehicle  fVfaintenance 

In  addition  to  the  17  vehicles  operated  within  the  Department, 
maintenance  by  direct  labour  was  also  carried  out  to  17  vehicles 
operated  by  the  Surveyor  plus  occasional  work  on  various  small 
items  of  plant  such  as  mowing  machines,  sludge  pumps,  com¬ 
pressor  and  spraying  equipment.  A  routine  planned  maintenance 
has  been  developed  for  all  road  vehicles  and  each  one  is  brought 
in  for  attention  ever}-  4  weeks. 

The  extremely  congested  garaging  and  working  conditions 
tolerated  by  the  mechanics  for  many  3^ears  were  relieA'ed  in  April 
with  the  opening  of  the  Heath  Mill  Depot.  This  depot,  designed 
jointly  by  the  two  user  departments,  accommodates  26  vehicles 
parked  diagonally  the  other  vehicles  being  garaged  conveniently 
close  to  their  work.  Washing  of  vehicles  can  be  done  in  bad 
weather  in  the  central  passageway  even  when  all  the  vehicles  are 
parked.  The  workshop  has  an  unobstructed  working  floor  area 
equivalent  to  three  repair  ba^^s  and  one  8-ton  twin  post  hydraulic 
lift  has  been  installed  centrall}^  with  extending  hose  reels  for  oils 


grease  and  air  from  a  panel  fitting  behind  which  are  the  bulk 
storage  tanks  and  vehicle  stores.  Other  equipment  includes  hoist 
on  overhead  gantry,  paraffin  pressure  cleaning  tank,  gas  and 
electric  welders,  vehicle  testing  and  repair  equipment.  A  separate 
section  is  provided  for  paint  spraying  complete  with  exhaust  fan, 
inlet  air  filters,  flameproof  lighting  and  portable  staging  to  reach 
the  high  ‘  Dual-Tip  ’  bodies.  Fuel  storage  tanks,  island  servicing 
point  with  attendant’s  kiosk,  wash  down  areas  and  boiler  house, 
are  at  the  rear.  Heating  is  by  hot  water  supplied  from  a  1 J  million 
B.Th.U.  fully  automatic  boiler  using  bituminous  coal  regulated  by 
thermostats  to  give  full  heat  to  workshops  and  hot  water  supplies 
and  to  keep  the  main  parking  area  at  all  times  above  freezing  point. 
Particular  features  are  the  ample  height  of  workshops  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  natural  light  throughout  and  the  pleasing  front  elevation. 
The  big  disappointment  was  the  failure  of  the  boiler  to  operate 
“  fully  automatically,”  and  serious  difficulties  arose  before  the  end 
of  the  year. 

In  this  new  environment  it  was  possible  to  catch  up  with  the 
vehicle  re-painting  programme  and  with  the  appointment  of  an 
additional  mechanic  the  more  stringent  standards  of  roadworthiness 
of  commercial  vehicles  could  be  reached  as  well  as  a  much  improved 
routine  for  vehicle  washing. 

17  Diploma  certificates  were  awarded  to  Council  drivers  by 
the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents.  The  mileage 
per  reportable  accident  in  1965  was  33,150  (23,440  in  1964  and  18,900 
in  1963)  and  the  mileage  per  accident  where  the  Council  driver  was 
in  any  way  to  blame  was  59,670  (40,180  in  1964  and  33,000  in 

1963). 


General  Statistics 

Summary  of  Premises  collected  from 

At  At  At  At  At 


31/12/61  3 

Dustbin  collections.  .  12,270 

Waste  paper  collec¬ 
tions  . .  . .  100 

Pan  collections  .  .  460 

Cesspool  collections  850 

Litter  baskets  .  .  150 

Inspections  and  Visits  by  Public 

Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 
Litter  Clearance 
Transport  Maintenance 
Public  Conveniences  .  . 


L/12/62 

31/12/63  31/12/64 

31/12/65 

12,700 

12,900 

13,100 

13,450 

105 

120 

112 

118 

434 

437 

349 

287 

901 

865 

793 

819 

150 

160 

170 

178 

Health  Inspectors 

. 393 

. 166 

. 193 

225 

.  116 
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Total  Annual  Costs  of  Cleansing  Services 


1961/2 

1962/3 

1963/4 

1964/5 

1965/6 

i 

1 

£ 

£ 

Approx. 

Nett  Cost — 

£ 

Refuse  Collection 

.  .  33,799 

35,274 

SI, 623 

39,180 

44,157 

Refuse  Disposal 

2,825 

2,897 

2,788 

2,885 

3,423 

Salvage 

81 

(Profit  12) 

69 

15 

19 

Litter  Clearance 

951 

1,240 

1,482 

1,796 

2,777 

Pan  Emptying  .  . 

3,377 

2,919 

2,558 

2,326 

2,218 

Cesspool  Emptying 

4,011 

4,166 

4,351 

3,478 

4,448 

Public  Conveniences  .  . 

754 

1,591 

1,752 

1,782 

2,089 

45,798 

48,075 

50,583 

51,462 

59,131 

Income — All  Services 

572 

684 

1,048 

1,267 

1,487 

Gross  Cost 

.  .  46,370 

4:8,159 

51,671 

52,729 

60,618 

Rate  Burden 

2/-  2/1 
(Old  Rateable 
Values) 

9d.  8|d.  9id. 

(Current  Rateable 
Values) 

Overall  Unit  Costs  of  Various  Cleansing  Services 


1961/2 

1962/3 

1963/4 

1964/5 

1965/6 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Approx. 

Dry  Refuse  Removal 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Per  ton  collected  .  . 

2 

14 

4 

2 

16 

6 

2 

19 

8 

3 

0 

3 

3 

7 

0 

Per  ton  disposed  of 

4 

8 

4 

7 

4 

5 

4 

5 

4 

10 

Per  dustbin  emptied 
Collection  and  Disposal 

1 

lU 

Hi 

Hi 

1 

Oi 

Per  premises  per 
year 

2 

18 

4 

2 

18 

7 

3 

1 

3 

3 

0 

4 

3 

9 

6 

Pan  Emptying 

Per  premises  collec¬ 
ted  from  per  year .  . 

7 

11 

0 

6 

14 

10 

5 

17 

1 

6 

16 

1 

7 

15 

9 

Per  pan  collected 
Cesspool  Emptying 

2 

10 

2 

7 

2 

2 

2 

0 

2 

5 

Per  cesspool  emptied 
Per  premises  per 

1 

11 

5 

1 

14 

8 

1 

12 

0 

1 

11 

1 

2 

1 

6 

year  (average) 

Per  1,000  gallons 

4 

14 

3 

4 

14 

5 

5 

6 

11 

4 

14 

8 

5 

15 

2 

removed 

1 

4 

0 

1 

2 

7 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

10 

1 

8 

5 

Total  Fleet  Operating  Costs  (All  Councirs  vehicles — driver’s  wages 
not  included). 


Vehicles  in  fleet  .  . 

1961/2 

28 

1962/3 

30 

1963/4 

30 

1964/5 

31/32 

1965/6 

32 

Gross  Cost 

£ 

17,372 

£ 

18,293 

£ 

18,983 

£ 

18,653 

£ 

23,354 

Percentage  time  vehicles  under 
repair 

4.7% 

4.0% 

3.5% 

3.6% 

3.5% 

Road  Mileage  covered 

245,617 

252,666 

264,540 

281,281 

317,877 

Cost  per  road  mile 

l/5d. 

l/5id. 

l/5id. 

l/4d. 

l/5id. 

60 
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